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LA SEMAINE DU FRANÇAIS 2017
La Semaine du Français/National French 
Week a été créée en 1999 pour inciter 
les membres de l’AATF, voire tous les 
professeurs de français, de sortir le fran-
çais de la salle de classe pour montrer 
au grand public ce que les élèves savent 
et peuvent faire avec le français.  Le 
début du mois de novembre a été choisi 
pour laisser quelques semaines après la 
rentrée, mais surtout pour infl uencer les 
inscriptions pour l’année suivante qui, 
dans certains établissements, com-
mencent en janvier.  Cela dit, l’essentiel 
c’est de fêter le français, peu importe la 
date.  S’il y a une manifestation locale 
qui met en évidence l’héritage français, 
associez-y votre Semaine du Français.  
S’il existe un confl it dans votre école 
avec des examens, par exemple, orga-
nisez votre fête à un autre moment, 
soit pour mardi gras, soit juste avant 
vos inscriptions.  Ou bien, servez-vous 
de la Journée de la Francophonie le 20 
mars pour renforcer votre Semaine du 
Français.
Du point de vue national, nous ne 
pouvons pas joindre notre fête avec 
la Journée de la Francophonie.  Le 
mois de mars n’est pas propice pour 
une célébration nationale parce qu’aux 
États-Unis quelqu’un quelque part est 
en vacances toutes les semaines du 
mois de mars.  C’est aussi la période du 
Grand Concours, et, si notre objectif  

est d’infl uencer les inscriptions, le mois 
de mars est déjà trop tard.
Tout cela pour dire que le but de toute 
manifestation ou activité pendant la 
Semaine du Français devrait être de 
montrer l’importance globale du fran-
çais, d’éduquer le public sur la valeur et 
surtout l’actualité de l’étude du français 
et d’inclure les décideurs partout.  Com-
muniquez directement et indirectement 
aux administrateurs, aux parents, aux 
membres de la commission scolaire.  
Faites de chaque événement un événe-
ment médiatique, si possible. 
Associez d’autres professeurs, d’autres 
élèves, d’autres écoles à la fête pour 
étendre la portée de votre message.
Tissez des liens avec des organismes 
susceptibles de partager votre intérêt—
groupes artistiques, sociétés d’histoire, 
musées/symphonies/cinémas locaux.
Le site de l’AATF contient des idées, 
grandes et petites, que vous pourriez 
utiliser, même sans budget, ainsi que des 
témoignages sur les réussites d’autres 
collègues.   
Profi tez de cette semaine pour mettre 
en valeur votre travail, les efforts de 
vos élèves et pour renforcer la place 
de votre programme au sein de votre 
établissement.
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IN MEMORIAM

Family, friends, and colleagues are 
deeply saddened to announce the 
passing of  Dr. Myrna Delson-Karan 
on June 21, 2017.  Her exceptional 
contributions to the education profes-
sion and the promotion of  Québec 
studies will resonate for generations 
to come.  She was a devoted AATF 
member of  more than 50 years and 
served as President of  the Metropoli-
tan New York Chapter and as Region I 
Representative.  Her sessions at AATF 
conventions, where she loved to share 
her knowledge of  and experiences with 
Québec literature, cinema, music, and 
culture, were outstanding.   She also 
received the prestigious decoration 
of  Commandeur dans l’Ordre des Palmes 
académiques from the French Ministry 
of  Education for her outstanding 
contributions to French culture and 
education.  
Dr. Delson-Karan received her Ph.D. 
from New York University and taught 
in many universities in the U.S., includ-
ing Hofstra University where she 
established the program of  Québec 
Studies.  She also studied at les Sciences 
Politiques in Paris.
Myrna was Past-President of  the Asso-
ciation for Canadian Studies in the U.S. 
(ACSUS) where she served from 2011-
2013, and “her passion for ACSUS and 
Canadian studies knew no bounds.”  
Myrna was to have received the most 

distinguished award from the ACSUS, 
the Donner Medal for Canadian Stud-
ies, which her family will accept.  
Dr. Delson-Karan served for ten 
years as Attachée aux Affaires éduca-
tives at the Délégation générale du Québec 
à New York.

Là, elle a fait rayonner le Québec aux 
États-Unis...comme conférencière, 
animatrice ou organisatrice auprès d’un 
large public…elle a su diffuser la cul-
ture et l’identité québécoise sur les plans 
littéraire, politique et socio-économique.  
Josianne Fortin, Délégation du 
Québec 

Myrna received many outstanding 
awards during her career.  She was 
recently presented with  l’insigne de Che-
valière de l’Ordre national du Québec from 
le Ministère des Relations Internationales 
et de la Francophonie,  and  she received 
the  International Council of  Canadian 
Studies  Certifi cate of  Merit.  She also 
accepted with great pride the 2000 
ACTFL Nelson Brooks Award for the 
Teaching of  Culture.
Thanks to Myrna, many of  us discov-
ered the literary works of  Gabrielle 
Roy, Denise Boucher, Marie-Claire 
Blais, Dany Laferrière, and so many 
others.  She enriched our lives with 
her love of  teaching and sharing, her 
friendship,  talent, and love of  learning.
At the conclusion of  her favorite novel 
by Gabrielle Roy, Ces Enfants de Ma Vie,  
Gabrielle Roy sees for the last time her 
student who presents  her with a bou-
quet and writes:  “C’était un énorme 
bouquet des champs, léger pourtant 
comme un Papillon.”
Dr. Delson-Karan was an accom-
plished musician and performed with 
the North Shore Symphony Orchestra.  
Her family has asked that contributions 
be sent to: Friends of  North Shore  
Symphony Orchestra, P.O. Box 419, 
Greenvale, NY 11548-0419.
Bouquets to you, dear Myrna!



































































2017 National French Week November 1-7

   NATIONAL BULLETIN  |  Vol. 43, No. 1 September 2017  35

The seventh AATF Future Leaders 
Fellowship Program took place in 
Saint Louis prior to the annual conven-
tion. Ten participants from across the 
country worked together to develop 
leadership skills and learn more about 
the national organization. This training 
is provided to enhance their skills as 
chapter leaders and to pique their inter-
est in working on the national level.
Past-President Ann Sunderland envi-
sioned this program because she saw 
the need to build leadership capacity 
at the chapter level. Her vision has 
become a carefully articulated series of  
sessions over two days that bring lead-
ers together.
The Future Leader Fellows represented 
ten chapters:  Katrina Carey (Kansas), 
Sandrine Collomb (Washington/Alas-
ka), Rosemary Courville (Louisiana), 
Heather Dravk (Susquehanna Valley), 
Christine Goulet (Eastern Massachu-
setts), Sandra Valnes Quammen (North 
Carolina), Allison Ramey  (Alabama), 
Lori Rezek (Iowa), Jennifer Tadsen 
(Greater Saint Louis), and Ashley 
Wodzinski (Western New York).  Janel 
Lafond-Paquin led the program for the 
fourth year.
The program focuses on member 
recruitment and retention, reviewing 
chapter guidelines and the duties and 
responsibilities of  elected offi cers. The 
cohesiveness of  the group allows the 
sharing of  ideas and strategies that they 
can, in turn, take back to their chapters.
Through presentations and discus-
sions, this year’s fellows learned about 
their own chapter through exploration 
of  their chapter constitution. They 
also had the opportunity to explore 
the AATF website [www.frenchteach-
ers.org] through an activity completed 
prior to their arrival. Furthermore, 
presentations by various speakers gave 
participants a wealth of  information 
on the workings of  the organization.  
AATF President Catherine Daniélou 
welcomed the leaders and inspired 
them with her words of  wisdom and 
encouragement. Executive Director 
Jayne Abrate and Administrative As-
sistant Lindsey Gibson spoke about  
AATF operations at the national 
level and gave each leader a folder 
of  resources. Justin Frieman Charles 

presented a video prepared by Catherine 
Ousselin who was not able to attend.  
The video provided a wealth of  infor-
mation on the technology and social 
media resources linked to the AATF 
website and which help keep the organi-
zation in the technological mainstream. 
Ann Sunderland refl ected on her career 
that led to her election as president 
of  the largest organization of  French 
teachers in the world and spoke about 
the relationship between the AATF 
and various national, regional, and state 
organizations. Ann also discussed the 
Société Honoraire de Français and the new 
Jeunes Amis du Français middle school 
program and gave the leaders a summa-
ry of  the French Review. National Bulletin 
Editor Megan Diercks described her 
plans for the publication and encour-
aged all to contribute. Lisa Narug sum-
marized the results of  Le Grand Concours 
since the implementation of  electronic 
testing. Former Region I Representative 
Joyce Beckwith shared her expertise on 
the role of  a regional representative, and 
newly-elected Region III Representative  
Katy Wheelock presented the Exempla-
ry Program Awards.  When the leaders 
were not listening to speakers,  Janel 
Lafond-Paquin covered topics including 
leadership, chapters, and recruitment 
and retention of  members. Leaders also 
were given the opportunity to partici-
pate in small group discussions.
Beyond their commitment to becom-

ing chapter offi cers or continuing in 
such a role, the Leaders were required 
to develop a project that they pledged 
to carry out at the chapter level in the 
coming year. Many chose to create 
more transparency for their chapter 
members through social media and 
updating their websites. Others are 
looking to increase membership and/
or present sessions at state confer-
ences that highlight the AATF and the 
benefi ts of  membership.
All participants expressed that their 
own participation will help enormously 
when returning to their chapters, and 
they will use what they learned to make 
a difference. They highlighted the 
quality of  the presenters, as well as the 
collegiality that united them as a group. 
They were amazed by all the ways that 
national supports chapters and the 
opportunity to network with other 
committed colleagues. In summary, the 
common recurring themes were “meet-
ing the other leaders and learning more 
about the organization,” “connecting 
with others,” and “sharing ideas for 
programs.” 
To the Class of  2017:  we look forward 
to seeing you at many future AATF 
conventions and can’t wait to see 
where your attendance in the program 
takes you. Félicitations!

Janel Lafond-Paquin, Director
Future Leaders Fellowship Program

[madamep51@hotmail.com]

AATF 2017 FUTURE LEADERS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Front Row L. to R.:  Ashley Wodzinski, Katrina Carey, Allison Ramey, Lori Rezek; 
Back Row: Sandrine Collomb, Sandra Valnes Quammen, Jennifer Tadsen, 

Rosemary Courville, Heather Dravk, Christine Goulet
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REMINDER: IMPORTANT DEADLINES AND DATES
November 15 Deadlines for National French Week Contests (see page 15)
December 1 Deadline for proposals for the AATF Convention in Marti-

nique (see page 33)
 Deadline for nominations for the Outstanding Administrator 

Award (see page 31)
 Deadline for submissions for Logo Contest (see page 18)
January 15 Deadling for applications for Children’s Literature Grant (see 

page 27)
February 1 Deadline for nomations for the Ludwig Excellence in Teaching 

Awards (see page 21)
February 15 Deadline for Exemplary Program applications (see page 33)
March 1 Deadline for applications for the Valette Legacy Award (see 

page 27)

AATF ELECTIONS
This fall we will hold elections for 
President-Elect, Vice-President, 
and for Regional Representative 
in Regions I (New England), VI 
(West Central), and  VIII (South-
west).   Voting will be online.  
Instructions on how to vote will 
be enclosed with your 2018 Dues 
Renewal Notice (mailed in Sep-
tember).    Those who cannot vote 
online may request a paper ballot 
by sending an email to [ballots@
frenchteachers.org] or calling 
(815) 310-0490.

July 18-21, 2018
La Pointe-du-
Bout, Martinique

Watch for updates:
www.frenchteachers.org

“Créolité et environnement aux 
Antilles francophones”   

MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR SOCIETY
The AATF and the Société Honoraire de Français (SHF) are pleased to announce an 
new honor society for middle and elementary school students.   Full details can 
be found on the Honor Society Web page at [www.frenchteachers.org/jaf].   
The new society, called Jeunes Amis du Français (JAF) will function similarly to the 
SHF.   Any middle or elementary school teacher can request a JAF Charter for 
a one-time fee.   Because of  the diversity of  middle school programs, a school 
must select the Cultural or Academic option.   Each chapter must induct stu-
dents at least once per year in order to remain active.
The sponsoring teacher must be a current AATF member.
There is a per student induction fee.   Each student will receive a certifi cate 
attesting to his or her membership.   Additional materials will be available for 
purchase.   
Membership in the JAF does not imply membership in the SHF nor give the 
student the right to SHF materials (see pages 6, 26).   


