The AATF Greater Saint Louis Chapter began the 2010 activities with the traditional “Galette des rois,” our annual reunion during which teachers not only enjoyed delicious authentic French food, but also received a “dossier pédagogique” on Vincent Van Gogh to accompany the IMAX movie “Vincent Van Gogh, A Stroke of Genius” presented in the spring at the Saint Louis Science Center.  

In February Janice DeNure from Eureka High School offered a workshop on how to organize “Une chasse au trésor” in a French class.  This session was voted “Best of Missouri” at the annual Foreign Language Association of Missouri, and all participants had the great opportunity of learning this new exciting activity involving a field trip to the St. Louis Zoo and a study of animals, all in French! 
At the AATF summer convention the Greater Saint Louis Chapter had the honor of receiving the “Outstanding Chapter Award – First Place – Large Chapters” given in recognition of excellence in membership recruitment and in the promotion of the study of French!

Our fall activities began with the superb workshop “Au commencement était Napoléon” presented by Myriam Bourg, PhD. who entertained us with a talk on Napoleon as a Romantic hero.  During the same workshop Anna Amelung, PhD, presented a thematic unit on Napoleon and the Empire style.  All participants received a substantial “Dossier pédagogique” on Napoleon to prepare teachers and students for attending the exhibit “Treasures of Napoleon” at the Missouri History Museum. Lisa Gilbert, Director of Education at the museum was also available to talk about the exhibit and the special programs organized by the museum for French students and teachers.
Our “année Napoléon” continued with a second workshop by Myriam Bourg, PhD. centered around Napoleonic literature, « Deux heures en compagnie de Napoléon et de quelques grands maîtres de la littérature française du 19ème siècle », during which teachers were provided with short literary texts dealing with Napoleon and a complete explanation on how to exploit them in a classroom setting.
The chapter’s future projects include a special workshop on Edmond Rostand and his “Cyrano de Bergerac” which will be presented in English translation by the Saint Louis Shakespeare Company in March 2011, and a possible trip to Chicago to see the exhibit on Early French Renaissance Art at the Art Institute.  
Plenty of activities and plenty of learning and fun for everyone!
