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The major focus of commission activity this year was on language portfolios for learning, teaching, and assessment.  Members presented their experiences with the European Language Portfolio (ELP), developed by the Council of Europe’s Language Policy Division, and with LinguaFolio, an American adaptation of the ELP that blends the ACTFL scale and the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) scale.  A grant proposal bringing together the activities of the AATF Commission on Colleges and Universities with those of the Commission on Articulation and the Commission on Professional Teacher Standards was submitted in June 2007 and is described below.  Since it combines the interests of our members who use either the ELP or language portfolios that incorporate the ACTFL scale, the Commission on Colleges and Universities is developing an interactive web site entitled Global Language Portfolios, and it will help faculty and their students generate a standard portfolio with the characteristic Language Passport, Language Biography, and Language Dossier.  The details of this effort will be presented at the July 2007 AATF annual meeting.
Summer and Fall 2006 
In Summer and Fall 2006 there were a number of activities focused both on the ELP and  on LinguaFolio and the national pilot projects developed by the National Council of State Supervisors for Languages (NCSSFL).  
1) At the July 2006 AATF annual meeting, AATF Commission members reported on their experiences as part of the Five State LinguaFolio pilot.  Its web site was housed in Virginia at http://www.doe.virginia.gov/linguafolio/about.html.  European commission member Céline Davesne reported on her experiences with the ELP at the Rouen School of Management.  Tonia Tinsley reported on her work at a laboratory school at Missouri State University and addressed the issue of high school and college articulation.  Kristin Hoyt spoke about how she had applied her experiences as the state supervisor from Indiana and its pilot K-12 LinguaFolio to her new setting in the teacher education program at Kennesaw State University.  Patricia Cummins updated the group on experiences at Virginia Commonwealth University, ranging from third-semester courses across seven languages to upper level courses in French and Spanish, to teacher education at the graduate level in French and Spanish, to use for the undergraduate assessment process.

2)  In September 2006 Commission chair Cummins was part of the TEACH EUROPE forum for Washington-Virginia-Maryland high school teachers, and she identifed herself as a representative of AATF and distributed literature.  Her responsibility was to lead the French discussion session after the general morning presentations in English.  The focus was on using LinguaFolio in the Virginia pilot, and participants discussed opportunities for articulation from high school to the university.  At the same meeting NCSSFL president Jacque Van Houten and Council of Europe Language Policy Division representative Daniel Coste spoke about the uses of ELP and LinguaFolio for learning, teaching, and assessment.
3) In October 2006, Commission chair Cummins hosted a presentation by Daniel Coste, one of the architects of the European Language Portfolio and the Common European Framework, funded by VCU and open to language teachers within a 50-mile radius.  The catered event focused on uses of LinguaFolio and the European Language Portfolio, including from an articulation perspective.  AATF literature was distributed.

4) In October 2006, at the Foreign Language Association of Virginia meeting, Helen Small (Virginia State Supervisor for foreign languages) and Commission chair Cummins gave a three-hour workshop on LinguaFolio.  While it was not an AATF only event,  AATF literature was distributed.  AATF members were also invited to join in the work of the Commission.

5) In November, Commission chair Cummins and Virginia State Supervisor Small gave a hands-on LinguaFolio workshop at ACTFL to which Cummins invited other NCSSFL members to give updates on what was happening in their states.  At that meeting she updated several AATF colleagues about Commission activities.  Gisella Langé was sent by the Council of Europe's Language Policy Division a day early so that she could attend the pre-convention workshop, and we have been staying in touch.  Catherine Pétillon (French Embassy) also told Cummins about her work in the development of a European Language Portfolio for Italy, and plans for Cummins to attend the February 2007 forum of the Council of Europe's Language Policy Division were discussed.

6) In December Cummins made efforts to plan jointly with NCSSFL members and with ACTFL Executive Director Bret Lovejoy on the future of national discussions about where LinguaFolio and the European Language Portfolio are heading.  There were also discussions with Stefan Brunner of the Goethe Institute in Washington, about the importance of planning for future roles for the associations of language professionals (especially AATF and the others who were involved with the Standards of Foreign Language Learning in the Twenty-First Century ), as well as stakeholders in the government sector who may fund our activities, and the stakeholders in the EU and among European government agencies who have sponsored the TEACH EUROPE forums, as we proceed with the development of LinguaFolio.  Other stakeholders identified included the Alliance Francaise, and Rebecca Valette, current head of that group in the United States and a former AATF president, was considered a person to be contacted as language portfolios went forward.  
Issues identified included the following: (a) correlating the ACTFL Scale with the "can do" statements developed from the Common European Framework; (b) generating national planning on the three major components of language portfolios (e.g., relation of language passport to ACTFL and CEFR standards, relation of language biography to the Five Cs at each level, relation of the language dossier to the specific school, university, or adult setting where the language portfolio is used); (c) deciding on the format for planning (Cummins was interested in a colloquium for Spring 2008 or later -- the idea would be to bring together European and American stakeholders at such a colloquium, and publish the results.)  
Spring and Early Summer 2007
1) Cummins was invited by Johanna PANTHIER, head of the Council of Europe's Language Policy Division, to participate in their Feb 6-8, 2007 official meeting In Strasbourg as part of a 6 or 7-member American observer team.  (Others participating were Brett Lovejoy (ACTFL Executive Director), Ray Clifford (president-elect of ACTFL), Carl Falsgraf (Director of the foreign language center CASLS at U of Oregon), Jacque Van Houten (NCSSFL president), Gregory Foulkes (high school teacher from Northern Virginia), and Heidi Byrnes (Georgetown U.).  The follow-up to that meeting was significant, as will be outlined below. 

2) An ACTFL proposal was submitted and accepted.  At that 2007 session a panel will address LinguaFolio and the European Language Portfolio.  Commission member Céline Davesnes of the Rouen School of Management, VCU Media Center director Anton Brinckwirth, and French Embassy representative Catherine Pétillon will join Commission chair Cummins on that panel, entitled "Future Directions for LinguaFolio and the European Language Portfolio".  It is not identified specifically as an AATF session, as it goes beyond French, but AATF experiences will be highlighted.
3) Gisella Langé (Council of Europe and Italian Ministry of Education) invited Cummins to participate in a session of AATI and the Italian Embassy that has also been accepted for ACTFL and that will focus on Global Language Portfolios.  French examples will be cited.
4) Cummins’LinguaFolio article in MLJ was published in the February issue in the notes section, pp. 117-21. 

5) As a result of discussions in Strasbourg in February 2007, in April 2007 Dutch e-portfolio architect Dick Meijer came to VCU as a consultant.  He helped plan a Global Language Portfolio web site for AATF that will include a wizard to create the three standard components of e-portfolios in Europe and the United States:  a) Language Passport, b) Language Biography, and c) Language Dossier.  The Dutch e-portfolio was validated by the Council of Europe’s language policy division in June 2007.  Dick Meijer is a member of the Language Policy Division validation team and will help to develop CEFR samples for use on the web site (e.g., sample interviews at the different CEFR levels of A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2).  Commission member Greg Hellman (VCU research assistant) and VCU World Studies Media Center Director Anton Brinckwirth planned the technical aspects of the web site.
6) In May 2007, Cummins’ article on the use of e-portfolios in teacher education was published by CALICO:  “LinguaFolio and Electronic Language Portfolios in Teacher Training,” in Margaret A. Kassen et al., eds.  Preparing and Developing Technology-Proficient L2 Teachers.  (CALICO Monograph Series, 6)  San Marcos, TX:  Computer Assisted Language Instruction Consortium (CALICO), 2007, pp. 321-44.  The focus was on teacher training in French.
7) In June 2007, Executive Director Abrate and Commission Chair Cummins, in collaboration with Suzanne Hendrickson (Chair of the AATF Commission on Articulation)  and Susan Colville-Hall (Chair of the AATF Commission on Professional Teacher Standards) submitted a grant proposal to the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) entitled Global Language Portfolios:  Learning, Teaching, and Assessment.  The abstract for that proposal follows:

Global Language Portfolios: Learning, Teaching, Assessment (GLP) proposed by the American Association of Teachers of French (AATF) aligns the world language curriculum using French as a model for other languages.  GLP uses standards agreed upon by AATF and over 40 language associations whose names appear in Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century, 3rd ed. (2006).  It takes to new levels the school-college LinguaFolio (language portfolio) projects launched by the National Council of State Supervisors for Languages (NCSSFL), whose members oversee K-12 standards of learning in state agencies and school districts.  LinguaFolio (LF) is modeled on the European Language Portfolio (ELP), and adopts ELP’s Language Passport, Language Biography, and Dossier.  LF imitates “can do” self evaluation checklists of the ELP, whose rating scales come from the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), and LF blends checklists based on CEFR and American ACTFL rating scales developed by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.  GLP will develop distinct and more complete American and European checklists.   LF pilots used either paper versions or electronic portfolios in the Blackboard Learning Management System.  GLP proposes to develop an interactive web site which automates the creation of e-portfolios in any browser and will be open source at the time of dissemination.  Those working on GLP include the ACTFL president-elect (evaluator) and the NCSSFL member who developed a five-state LinguaFolio web site (technical coordinator).  Dissemination includes major stakeholders:  other American language associations, international testers, European government agencies, publishers, those seeking templates and structures for Open Source Portfolio projects, and others.  
The evaluator will be Ray Clifford, president-elect of ACTFL, and the technical coordinator will be the NCSSFL member and former Virginia state supervisor who developed the Virginia LinguaFolio web site.

8) At AATF's annual meeting in Baton Rouge, Susan Colville-Hall (Commission on Professional Teacher Standards), Suzanne Hendrickson (Commission on Articulation), and Patricia Cummins (Commission on Colleges and Universities) will present the Global Language Portfolio project in an open session reporting on the joint plans of the three AATF Commissions in this area.  At that meeting we hope to solicit feedback from others about the content going onto the web site.
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