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How familiar are you with wikis? Our col-
umn this month aims to briefly introduce
wikis, highlight some ongoing projects in
education, and offer some links to get you
started creating your own wiki.
What is a wiki?

Wikipedia, one of the most well known
wikis, defines a wiki as “a type of Web site
that allows users to easily add, remove, or
otherwise edit and change some available
content.”  [To read more on wikipedia,
please refer to LeLoup & Ponterio, 2006].
The origin of the word “wiki” comes from
“Wiki wiki” which means “quick” or “hurry”
in Hawaiian; the first wiki (WikiWikiWeb)
was named after a line of Hawaiian buses.
Ward Cunningham coined the concept of a
wiki, which is a type of social software.

A wiki can be described as a combina-
tion of a Web site and a word processing
document. The content of a wiki is acces-
sible from the Web, while at the same time
it can be edited and updated similar to a
word processing document. A wiki’s col-
laborative nature can be characterized by
the fact that it can be updated by any num-
ber of users, and the community organizes
and supplies the content.
Characteristics of Wikis

To begin, one of the more interesting fea-
tures of a wiki is its collaborative nature.
Users of a particular wiki can add, modify,
and delete content. The history of the docu-
ment is stored and can be accessed to see
any changes that are made. Unless users
are logged in, it may be difficult to actually
determine who did what. Most wiki hosting
sites offer the possibility of creating indi-
vidual user accounts so that changes can
be tracked. Lamb (2004, p. 38) summarizes
some of the main features of wikis as fol-
lows:

1. Anyone can change anything;
2. Wikis use simplified hypertext

markup;
3. Wikipage titles are mashed together;
4. Content is ego-less, timeless and

never finished.
A wiki serves as a way for users to easily

and quickly create a Web site. Due to the
simplicity of wiki syntax, more time can be
spent adding content than working on Web
design. Titles often appear “mashed” due
to the fact that the wiki attempts to provide
quick page creation and simplicity in for-
mat. Additionally, wikis are organized by
content rather than chronologically, like
blogs (Godwin-Jones, 2003). Wikis offer the
possibility of continuous collaboration so
that information remains up-to-date.

Project Ideas
Building on the collaborative nature of

the wiki, the uses of these tools in an edu-
cational setting are varied. Here are some
of the projects that have been developed
using wikis in the classroom:

1. Plan a trip: students can collaborate
to plan a trip abroad [http://
careo.elearning.ubc.ca/wiki?galiano];

2. Put together a reading list for a book
club: students at Drew University are
creating a book club for reading and
discussion [http://drewbookclub.
pbwiki.com/FrontPage]

3. Organize a conference: educators can
use the wiki as a planning tool and
then decide to host a conference or
event [http://careo.elearning.ubc.ca/
wiki?Technoculture];

4. Take collaborative notes: notes can
be posted by students, verified by
teachers; students can share the load
in note taking; they are created
collaboratively as a study resource
[h t tp : / /careo.e learn ing.ubc.ca/
wiki?CS430];

5. Share and edit lesson plans:
[ w w w. w i k i w e b . o r g / i n d e x . p h p /
Main_Page];

6. Create a resource page: students can
post what they have learned related
to grammar, culture or other resource.
The following page [http://
flteaching.wikispaces.com] is home
to a foreign language teaching wiki
resource page created by graduate
students in foreign language meth-
ods classes;

7. Post book notes, reviews, or com-
mentaries: students can comment on
literature assignments and identify
main characters, plots, subplots, ob-
jects, settings, and details of stories.
This collaboration can serve both as
a review and study aid [www.theplenty.
net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page];

8. Engage in collaborative storytelling:
wikis are used in some primary
schools in Canada to teach collabo-
rative storytelling to children [http://
lizzy.iit.nrc.ca/LizzyHelpNew/public/
wiki.cgi?Lizzy_in_primary_schools];

9. Collaborate for group writing projects:
at Penn State, rhetoric students are
using a wiki to develop ideas for writ-
ing projects [http://epochewiki.pbwiki.
com/];

10.Develop an encyclopedia for a school
and its surroundings: Case Western
Reserve University uses a wiki to fea-
ture information about the school,

social outings, biographical informa-
tion, student group information and
much more [http://wiki.case.edu/
CaseWiki:Usage].

Using a wiki in a French literature and cul-
ture course

In addition to the projects mentioned
above, I wanted to highlight a wiki project
that recently took place in a French class.
Cindy Evans reports on a project at
Skidmore College where students created
a wiki featuring aspects of Québécois cul-
ture [wiki: http://www.skidmore.edu/cgi-bin/
wikis/FF209_001_f04.cgi/HomePage]. Stu-
dents chose topics such as dance, music,
cuisine, geography, and education and then
researched their topics and provided con-
tent to a particular wiki page. In addition to
content, students provided links to external
sources as well as internal links to their
peers’ sites, and integrated literary and his-
torical class material. Professor Evans’ stu-
dents used process oriented learning as
they revised their work and peer edited ac-
tivities so that they could participate actively
in the project. Evans’ article on this project
is available at [www.oberlin.edu/ilc/pubs/
wikiproject.doc].
Creating a Wiki

Creating a wiki involves a few simple
steps. I have included a few wiki hosting
sites below. These sites generally offer
basic wiki services free of charge; in other
words, free wikis are often limited to a cer-
tain amount of space, offer limited tem-
plates, and may require ads to appear on
your wiki Web site.

www.wikispaces.com/
www.wikidot.com/
http://pbwiki.com/
www.oddmuse.org/
www.cafewiki.org/ [a wiki hosting site

in French]
Some of these wiki host sites offer video

tutorials to show you how to get started and
to familiarize you with a wiki. No matter
which wiki you choose, set up takes only a
few minutes and a series of two or three
easy steps. Happy wiki-ing!

Lara Lomicka Anderson
University of South Carolina
Commission Chair
[lomicka@sc.edu]
References

Godwin-Jones, B. (2003). Blogs and Wikis:
Environments for On-line Collaboration.
Language Learning & Technology 7, 12-
16. Available at [http://llt.msu.edu/
vol7num2/emerging/default.html].

WHAT IN THE WIKI?
TELEMATICS AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES COMMISSION REPORT



Vol. 32, No. 2 (November 2006) 5

Lamb, B. (2004). Wide Open Spaces: Wikis
Ready or Not. Educause, Sept.-Oct.: 35-
48. [www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/
erm0452.pdf ].

LeLoup, J.W., & Ponterio, R. (2006). On the
Net - Wikipedia: A Multilingual Treasure
Trove. Language Learning & Technol-
ogy, 10, 4-7.

Evans, C.A. (n.d.). Exploring Wiki-based
Project Learning in Foreign Cultures
and Literatures. Available at [www.
oberlin.edu/ilc/pubs/wikiproject.doc].

Wikipedia. (2006). Wikipedia. [Viewed 2
September 2006]. [http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Wiki].


