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The AATF Commission on Technology 
offers technology integration support for 
those who are “Thinking About Sync-
ing” with their students and curriculum. 
Whether it is an idea for a Digital Story-
telling project, a fl ipped-class approach, 
or a complete switch to one-to-one 
devices, members of the Commission 
are available on line and in your region 
to assist you. As we transition from fi rst 
semester into the testing season, French 
teachers seek ideas to continue thought-
ful, enriching instruction even while stu-
dents are pulled out or classes are short-
ened. For some, second semester offers a 
more appealing time to experiment with 
technology integration as they know 
their students and available tools better. 
Starting the second semester with an 
engaging thematic unit and a fresh ap-
proach to listening, reading, and speak-
ing activities may deter the winter and 
testing “blahs.” As has been the edtech 
mantra for several years, technology 
does not replace authentic, thoughtful 
instruction, nor does it “improve” a class. 
Technology tools enhance and support 
the curriculum and students’ learning. 

The current role of the Technology 
Commission has two parts:  curriculum 
and resource curation and technology 
tool integration. If you haven’t visited our 
curricular resources, this will be a late hol-
iday surprise! Using the AP themes and 
ACTFL thematic units, we have organized 
a veritable treasure chest of authentic 
resources that may end your hours of 
searching and vetting. Many of these 
resources are also tweeted and shared 
on the AATF’s Twitter and Facebook ac-
counts. Do you follow us? 

CURATED RESOURCE SITES

[https://www.pinterest.
com/aatfrench/]

For those who ap-
preciate visuals, visit our 
Pinterest boards. There are 
currently 26 boards and 271 
pins that are organized by themes and 
units. The most popular board of the fall 
was “Films et courts-métrages” with pins 
for 32 fi lms and shorts as well as fi ches 
pédagogiques. If you are not a Pinterest 
user, try our [delicious.com/aatfrench] 
site. Links are thematically organized 
like Pinterest and can be sorted.   You do 
not need to be a member of Delicious to 
explore the links. 

[https://goo.gl/ZYUh9s] 
or [youtube.com/aat-
french] (Choose “Cre-
ated Playlists.”) 

There are over 60 
thematic playlists and hundreds of vid-
eos organized by AP theme, music, his-
tory, advertisements, etc. You do not need 
to use each video in a playlist, but your 
searching time for the “perfect” video 
may disappear. Subscribe to our channel 
to receive updates when new videos are 
added to playlists. Additionally, look at 
our subscriptions to fi nd other channels 
to follow. 

[http://frenchteachin-
gresources.wikispaces.
com/]

One of the newest 
projects of the Technol-
ogy Commission is the 
French Teaching Resources Wiki.  While it 
was created by the Technology Com-
mission, anyone can join for free with a 
Wikispaces account. There are pages for 
nearly every aspect for French teaching 
and learning. Wiki members may share 
resources, links, handouts, and videos. 
Please consider populating the pages 
with your unit plans, lessons, or ideas. 
This resource may become your fi rst stop 
curricular shop.  

TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION LEARN-
ING OPPORTUNITIES

Members of the Technology Commis-
sion will host three Webinars through 
Google Hangouts. The live Webinars will 
be free for AATF members, but available 
later on YouTube. The exact dates will be 
announced on the AATF Facebook and 
Twitter pages and by e-mail updates. If 
you are interested in participating in a 
Webinar, or if you are interested in lead-
ing a Webinar, please contact Catherine 
Ousselin [catherineku72@gmail.com] 
to be added to the e-mail group.  The 
upcoming topics will be: 

January – Using Thinglink.com to cre-
ate interactive and culturally-enhanced 
images. 

February – Social Media in the World 
Language classroom – Tips and projects.

TECHNOLOGY TOOLS AND TIPS

Apps for mobile devices 

Zoobe - Free (with 
in-app purchases) Use the 
three free animal avatars 
to create short animations 
with students-created nar-

rations. A fun way to encourage student 
narration of a picture or scene. Use your 
own photos or license-free images from 
Creative Commons as the background 
for the avatar. Videos can be downloaded 
or uploaded to YouTube. 

My School Avatar - $2.99 
(If you have class devices 
or 1-to-1, look into the 50% 
discount from the Apple 
Volume Purchase plan for 
education.) This app mimics 
the popular “Voki” Web-based site. Us-
ers may choose clothing, hairstyle, and 
backgrounds for their characters and add 
narration. 

Book Creator - $5.99 For 
classrooms that only have one 
or a few iPads, this app is an 
excellent investment. 

Seesaw – 10 free classes 
for teachers / free 
access for parents 
and students. This 
app, created by the 
same company that 
created one my favorite Digital Storytell-
ing Apps, “Shadow Puppet EDU, allows 
students to record their learning through 
pictures, videos, or by adding digital 
creation such as a Shadow Puppet video. 
This is one of my newest favorite apps 
for World Language teachers because 
students can create quick videos that 
demonstrate their knowledge through 
multiple modes. Students’ creations are 
saved in a digital portfolio that can be 
shared with families. Not only an iOS app, 
this tool can be used on Android phones 
and tablets as well as Chromebooks. This 
is a “must try” app for new or experienced 
users of technology. 

WEB AND CHROMEBOOK TOOLS
MicNote - (Chrome 

browser/Chromebook 
app)  If you or your 
students are using 
Chromebooks and 
need an easy voice recording app (as op-
posed to a Web tool), MicNote is my fi rst 
suggestion. Users can sync notes with 
Google Drive, download as Mp3, and eas-
ily edit recordings. It could be a good al-
ternative for AP testing because the app 
can be used without Internet connection. 
Please read the new AP mobile device 
recording guidelines carefully. The app is 
found in the Chrome Web Store. 
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WeVideo [www.
wevideo.com] This 
on-line video editor 
provides basic tools 
to add text, music, 
and trimming to video projects. Import 
video and images from your computer or 
social media sites. The site provides 2GB 
of storage space for free, which should be 
adequate for most users. Beginners will 
fi nd this editor easy to use. 

Wideo [http://wideo.co/] 
A free tool for teachers and 
students for creating ani-
mated video projects. There 
are templates and clip art 
available or users may cre-
ate or upload their own images. Add text 
and narration to create a professional, yet 
easily-created, project. This tool is good 
for beginners who have created previous 
projects and seek new skills. 

Has your school adopted a certain 
tool or device, but didn’t provide any pro-
fessional development? Are you curious 
about ways to thoughtfully integrating 
technology into your curriculum? Please 
contact me, Catherine Ousselin, and we 
can work together to fi nd a World Lan-
guage technology coach in your area, an 
on-line mentor, or organize a workshop 
for your district. You are not alone! Con-
nected educators support, mentor, and 
share. Please consider joining the AATF 
Commission on Technology.

Catherine Ousselin
Chair, Commission on Technology
Mount Vernon High School (WA)
[www.catherine-ousselin.org/      
technology.html]


