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TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION REPORT

Another year has passed, and it is time 
to do an inventory of how many of the 
new technologies that I experimented 
with this past year have stood the test 
of time despite being major successes 
at the time when they were introduced. 
How many of them are still going strong 
in my classroom? While I am not sure of 
the answer yet, I would certainly like to 
have an accurate account before I invest 
in new ones. 

In the last few years, we have wit-
nessed the appearance of many new 
applications, widgets, and tech ideas that 
came and then discreetly went away. 
Each of them claimed at the time to 
be better vehicles that could carry out 
the herculean task of delivering qual-
ity instruction; a customized instruction 
that was not going to bury our students 
under piles of memorization tasks and 
was not going to provide disengaging 
activities completely unrelated to their 
daily lives. This being said, I know we all 

have our tech likes and dislikes, and we 
state that they fall into these categories 
simply because they seem to have the 
legitimate right (or not) of being “regu-
lars” in the foreign language classroom 
due to their versatility and adaptability to 
today’s teaching and learning. 

I would like to focus on some past 
technology successes and some prom-
ising new ones. As foreign language 
teachers, we need to use technology not 
simply to provide technical skills to our 
students.  Foreign language students are 
empowered only when teachers harness 
new technology in ways that promote 
language learning. In case you have not 
yet examined the draft document ACTFL 
has posted on its Web site in order to 
align the National Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning with the Common 
Core State Standards, here are  some 
highlights.  As we prepare to revamp and 
equip our classes with new and promis-
ing technologies, we can bear in mind 
that these common cores were adopted 
by 47 states across the  U.S.

The new Common Core Standards 
divide English Language Arts into four 
major categories: reading, speaking, writ-
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ing and listening.  What a coincidence 
with acquiring foreign language skills. 
 • Under READING skills in order to 

“Integrate Knowledge and Ideas,” 
students should interpret, integrate, 
and evaluate content from authen-
tic diverse multimedia.  In our fi eld, 
this is already in place especially if 
you examine the new and com-
prehensive AP exams. However, 
not only AP students get to dem-
onstrate that they have acquired 
advanced critical reading skills. 
Students, at three levels of language 
learning (novice, intermediate, and 
advanced) are challenged on a daily 
basis by foreign language teachers 
to develop these skills, whether you 
are using a new textbook, a new 
technology application, or simply 
bringing to life virtual learning 
experiences in any fi eld.

 • Under SPEAKING and LISTENING in 
order to “Present knowledge and 

ideas,” students need to make stra-
tegic use of digital media and visual 
display of data to express informa-
tion and enhance understanding. 
Again, this is in place in our classes 
where we encourage the develop-
ment of speaking and listening 
skills by having the students use 
Prezi instead of Power Point or Voki 
instead of a simple recording.

 • Under WRITING students should use 
a variety of media, including print 
and digital tools.  Here the sky is the 
limit since blogging has made it 
easy to develop free writing and get 
instant feedback on one’s ideas.

Consequently, it seems that being 
well versed in technologies helps us get 
closer to the goal of providing students 
with the 21st-century skills.  But in order 
for this to happen successfully, teachers 
must be profi cient in these skills and be 
able to model them.  These skills include 
fi nding and managing resources, publish-
ing on the Web, as well as teaching stu-
dents to design and develop digital-age 
learning experiences and assessments. 
Looking back retroactively over the last 
year of experiences in on-line technology, 

I was able to gather a few of the most 
popular technology tools that were used 
by fellow teachers.
 1.  Thinglink.com—a service that 

allows you to make any image on 
your blog an interactive image.  To 
do this you have to install the Thin-
glink plug-in (available for Blogger, 
WordPress, and Tumblr). Once you 
have Thinglink installed, you can 
tag and label anything in the im-
ages on your blog. Your tags appear 
as simple dots on your images. 
Whenever someone places the 
cursor over a dot in the image, the 
information in the label appears. 
You can include descriptions and/
or links. Thinglink can be a good 
way to have students take group 
blogging to a new level. They can 
upload images and then work to-
gether to add more information to 
the blog post in the form of image 
tags. One way that I used this in my 

French classes is to have students 
upload pictures/images descriptive 
of new vocabulary, expressions, or 
concepts and then ask them to tag 
different parts of the image to add 
further explanations and examples 
that can enhance understanding.

 2. Smorepages.com—a new service 
for creating great-looking Web 
pages; it helps you also create 
on-line fl yers. Smore’s fl yers are 
dynamic and changeable; they are 
not single-use PDFs.  Smore fl yers 
can include many types of media, 
including videos.  Deleting or add-
ing elements to your Smore fl yer is 
as simple as dragging and drop-
ping them on or off your page. 

 3. According to the “Free Technology 
for Teachers”  Web site (my favorite), 
if you want to consider yourself 
a “techy” of the 21st century,  you 
need to have mastery of at least 
half of the 11 BASIC technology 
skills listed below.

I. You should be able to CREATE
 1.  A blog
 2.  A wiki
 3.  A Web site 
 4.   A podcast
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 5.  Videos
 6.  Google maps
 7.   A backchannel

You have probably already tried 
blogging to communicate information 
to parents and students, keep an ac-
count of your lesson plans, or simply to 
have students keep a public refl ection 
of their learning in the form of journals. 
Although there are many free platforms 
for classroom blogging, my favorite 
is Edublog [http://edublogs.org/10-
ways-to-use-your-edublog-to-teach/]. 
If you have not yet created a blog, not 
to worry! You can start with a wiki on 
Wikispaces [www.wikispaces.com/]. It is 
easy to allow students to interact and 
cooperate virtually to record and share 
their knowledge about topics that they 
have researched.  This is an excellent 
opportunity for students to be assessed 
on their writing skills, since wikis give a 
page history documenting who did what. 
The University of Wisconsin developed 
a Wiki rubric to assess individual and 
group Wiki contributions [http://www2.
uwstout.edu/content/profdev/rubrics/
wikirubric.html]. Another useful rubric 
is the Refl ection Journal Rubric that you 
can use to grade a journal entry [www.
uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/upload/Refl ec-
tion-Journal-Rubric.doc] on any blog. 

Do you have a Web site? If not, you 
should also create a Web site.  A Web site 
allows you to personalize the content 
to your teaching style or your students’ 
learning styles. This is easy to do with 
Google sites [www.google.com/sites/
help/intl/en/overview.html] or with Wee-
bly [www.weebly.com]. 

How about “backchanneling?” I am 
sure you have some students who are 
reluctant to share their thoughts  ver-
bally, while others simply blurt out every 
thought they have.  With TodaysMeet 
[www.todaysmeet.com] you can create 
a chat room in which your students type 
their questions and comments whenever 
they have them, and, in turn, in real time, 
you can address them as you see  fi t. If 
you do not like TodaysMeet you can use 
Edmodo [www.edmodo.com] which is 
even more user friendly. 
II.   You should be able to TRY 
 8.  Twitter

Twitter is the fastest-growing social 
network that can be used for more than 
just sharing pictures of your friends 
or fi nding out what celebrities had for 
dinner.  Twitter is a great way to connect 
with fellow teachers around the world 
to share ideas and improve lesson plans. 
Join Twitter today, and you may be pleas-
antly surprised at the professional ben-
efi ts it brings. Likewise, you can create 

your own social network (even though at 
a small cost) with Ning.   You can do this 
with your own classes or join with other 
teachers in your school as you present 
common content to students. 
III.    You should be able to SAVE and 

SHARE
  9.  Bookmarks on-line

With Diigo [www.diigo.com] or Deli-
cious [www.delicious.com] you can use 
on-line services to save Web sites that 
you can bookmark and share later with 
others in your network. This is convenient 
when, at the end of the year, all comput-
ers in your school are reimaged. Now you 
will not lose your bookmarks, since they 
can be safely stored on Diigo. This service 
is mostly used for annotating, bookmark-
ing, archiving, and sharing Web pages. 
IV.  You should be able to CONDUCT
  10. Quizzes on-line

You can now conduct quizzes on-line 
using Google Document Forms. You just 
sign into a Google Documents Account, 
create a new form , give it a title, make 
questions, and most of all you can post 
this link to your own Web site. Needless 
to say, the results of the quizzes will now 
be stored into your Google account, and 
all you have to do is just transfer the 
scores into the grade book.
V.   You should be able to BUILD
  11. Your own search engine

You can do this with “Google Custom 
Search” to limit the search to one or more 
Web sites, you can create a search box, 
and you can customize the look of the 
results to match your Web site. 

Although this is the beginning of a 
new year, and it is appropriate to do this 
inventory now,  we are in the habit of 
double checking the effi ciency and valid-
ity of these technologies whenever we 
are in contract with any foreign language 
colleague. For me, the best way to run it 
by my colleagues is when I attend confer-
ences. Whether as presenter or attendee, 
my favorite thing about technology is 
when I ask the audience:  “So, is anyone 
familiar with ……?”  Inevitably several 
hands will go up, and then I ask them 
how they use it specifi cally in their class-
room.  I get so many new ideas! Instead 
of providing a session where I am the 
only one sharing my experience, I like to 
turn it into a two-way street where I learn 
new things and others get to learn or try 
what I know.  Try as many new applica-
tions as you can, evaluate their use and 
effi ciency regularly, and most of all con-
nect with your colleagues and students 
to see what works best. 
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