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Over the summer, I had the oppor-
tunity to collaborate three times with 
language educators on technology. At 
the AATF convention in Providence, RI, 
35 participants attended the three-hour 
Technology Workshop. As an invitee of 
the California Language Teacher As-
sociation Summer Seminar at UC Santa 
Barbara, 38 French teachers and I worked 
together for fi ve days on integrating 
technology tools to support Common 
Core and National Standards for Foreign 
Languages. Last, the Language Acquisi-
tion Resource Center at San Diego State 
University hosted a fi ve-day Webinar that 
I attended both in person and on line via 
Social Media and technology resources 
for World Language educators. 

With each workshop, I met teach-
ers whose technology experience and 
familiarity ran from “fairly comfortable” to 
“very uncomfortable.” The primary goal 
of the AATF Technology Commission 
this year will be to decrease the number 
of teachers who feel uncomfortable by 
providing them easy-to-use and mean-
ingful tools that support their curriculum, 
National and Common Core standards, 
as well as student creativity.  It has been 
my mantra over the past three years that 
technology does not replace exceptional 
teaching practices and traditions. It exists 
to support the excellent work done in 
the classrooms and beyond. Technology 
reaches out to the students who will 
have always had a device that serves as 
microphone, video camera, and encyclo-
pedia in their hands, and guides them 
on how to use their devices as learning 
and creation tools. Mobile devices have 
not entirely replaced traditional desktop 
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comput-
ing, so 
students 
still need 
to mas-
ter basic 
and 
beyond 
basic 
comput-
er skills. 

Stu-
dents’ 
future 
profes-
sions will 
require advanced skills in application de-
sign, interfacing across social media, and 
inventive uses of multiple media sources. 
By providing students with thoughtful 
opportunities to demonstrate their pas-
sions and their knowledge through a me-
dium that best refl ects their reality, World 
Language teachers will be known as the 
visionary professionals who prepared 
their students for success. 

Featured Web tools

ThingLink – thinglink.com
Many homework lessons of my early 

language learning days included label-
ing pictures with vocabulary words. 
While this task did reinforce spelling and 
vocabulary knowledge, it was not an 
expression of deep learning. ThingLink 
enhances the labeling experience and 
invites users to interact with the images 
at a deeper level. Join the site with a 
free account. Import a picture (perhaps 
one of your own or a creative commons 
image) and add rich, relevant content: 
text, additional pictures, links, videos, and 

audio fi les from sites 
such as SoundCloud 
or AudioBoo.  Thing-
Link projects can be 
shared and embedded 
into Web sites, blogs, 
and even sites like Ed-
modo and Schoology. 
To look at an example, 
visit the AATF Tech-
nology Commission 
blog post [http://
aatftech.blogspot.
com/2013/06/
thinglink-for-world-
language-educators.
html].

This ThingLink of 
Jemaa el-Fnaa square 

in Marrakech was created by Michele 
Cossey, a participant of the California 
Language Teacher Association’s Summer 
Seminar 2013. There will be a link to this 
image on the Technology blog. 

Padlet: padlet.com  
Staff meetings and professional train-

ings are well-known for their “write your 
question on a sticky note” approach. The 
situation with this practice is that the 
sticky notes remain on the paper that 
is thrown away after the training. What 
if those butcher sheet papers could be 
saved and shared with staff that were 
not present? Or what if people from 
across the globe could contribute their 
thoughts, images, links, and sound fi les 
during and after the meeting? Backchan-
neling is a term used for the simultane-
ous conversations or questions that take 
place during a meeting or class session 
that do not come from the presenter. 
Teachers understand that students are 
reluctant to ask a question in class when 
they do not understand or if they have a 
comment to add to the discussion. Padlet 
provides a collaborative canvas where 
participants contribute to the conversa-
tion either anonymously or identifi ed, by 
adding text or other rich media. Create 
a free account and start a wall. Users can 
confi gure the background, the partici-
pant settings, and the URL (Web address). 
Once a wall has been created, share the 
URL with the participants.  When working 
with students, it is important to create 
and discuss parameters and expecta-
tions before the activity begins. As the 
manager of the wall, you will have the 
ability to delete any message that is not 
appropriate. Participants can access the 
wall from any device that connects to 
the Internet: phones, tablets, computers, 
etc. The wall is saved in your account and 
can be revisited and reused. Share the 
URL with an administrator or community 
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connection to share what is happening 
in your classes. 

Suggestions for use: While watching 
a fi lm, allow students to post remarks 
about a scene. During quiet reading 
time, students can post a question about 
vocabulary or context. Offer a theme (for 
example: Francophone dishes) and ask 
students to post pictures with descrip-
tions. Assessing, like the activity, is open 
to your discretion. Students truly enjoy 
this chance to use their devices for the 
collaborative conversation.  To see a Pad-
let used for an “ice-breaker” activity, visit 
the Technology blog.

AATF Technology Commission curating 
and bookmarking suggestions

AATF YouTube channel: [youtube.com/
aatfrench]  

Explore the 40+ thematic playlists for 
teachers and students. Subscribe to the 
channel to receive updates when videos 
are added and to suggest videos. There 
is a specifi c playlist for member-created 
videos. If you or your students have a 
video that you would like to share, please 
send the link to [aatfrench@gmail.com]. 
Creating playlists for your students builds 
a virtual Francophone library that they 
can access from home or on their mobile 
devices. There are complete movies, 
shorts, music videos, cartoons, advertise-
ments, and many other cultural refer-
ences available on YouTube. I suggest 
creating a separate Google account for 
the class playlists. If YouTube is blocked 
at your school, work from home. Share 
the URL or account name with your 
students and ask them to subscribe. My 
students earn reward points for leaving 
a comment on a video or on the channel 
homepage. 

Delicious.com: [delicious.com/aat-
french]

Delicious is an on-line bookmark-
ing site that allows users to access their 
bookmarks or the bookmarks of other 
users from any computer or device with 
a free account. Teachers who do not have 
a Web site, but who wish to share re-
sources with students will fi nd Delicious 
easy to use. Simply share the URL of the 
account with the students and ask them 
to subscribe to the account. For more ad-
vanced collaboration, invite students as 
editors to the page. When adding a link, 
use tags (thematic words) to add clarity 
to the link and to make searching easier. 
[Diigo.com] is a more advanced tool than 
Delicious but provides more annotating 
and sharing options. 

ScoopIt: [scoop.it/u/american-associa-
tion-of-teachers-of-french] (or search 
AATFrench on the site)

Scoop.it is a curating/social book-

marking site similar to Delicious and Pin-
terest that organizes links in magazine-
themed view. Users can simply follow 
other “Scoopers” or start their own topic 
pages by adding links by clicking on 
the “New Scoop” button. The AATFrench 
Scoop.it site currently has two topic 
pages and is following eleven French 
teachers and curators. Follow the AATF 
and our community by creating a free 
account. Scoop.it is an excellent option 
for teachers to curate resources for their 
students. Expand on the tool and invite 
students to become curators to build 
classroom “magazines.”

Pinterest: [pinterest.com/aatfrench]
Pinterest is well-known, visually-

appealing bookmarking site. However, 
it is not only for interior decorating and 
wedding planning. Language educa-
tors worldwide use Pinterest to curate 
and share activities, classroom designs, 
videos, and cultural references. It is a 
powerful and easy-to-use tool due to 
its graphic interface. Add “pins” or links 
to sites on thematic boards to create a 
virtual bulletin board that can be viewed 
by anyone. Many beginning users prefer 
to “repin” (grab) from more advanced us-
ers. This is perfectly acceptable etiquette, 
but it is courteous to acknowledge the 
source. To begin pinning, look for these 
leaders: Madame Gauthier, Sarah Shackel-
ford, Andrea Henderson, Elena Pérez, and 
Samantha Decker.  

Additionally, the AATF has a Twitter 
account [@AATFrench] and a Facebook 
page [facebook.com/aatfrench]. There 
are several other curating and bookmark-
ing tools available which will be high-
lighted in future AATF Technology Com-
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mission blog posts. Links to all of these 
resources will be on the blog: [aatftech.
blogspot.com].

A suggestion: Do not try to use all of 
these sites unless you are prepared to de-
vote a few hours a week to curating. Each 
tool appeals to users in different ways. If 
you think intense visuals overwhelm you 
or your students, try Delicious. If graphics 
are important, use Pinterest. A good com-
bination would be a YouTube channel 
and one of the three bookmarking sites. 

Bonne rentrée et bonne collaboration!
Catherine Ousselin
Mount Vernon High School (WA)
Chair, Technology Commission 
[catherineku72@gmail.com]
[@catherineku72]


