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October was Connected Educator 
month, and it proved to be one of the 
most collaborative experiences 
of my career. In four weeks, I par-
ticipated in four World Language 
conferences and workshops around 
the U.S. During each trip, I met 
colleagues with whom I had only 
collaborated on-line through Twit-
ter #langchat (Thursdays, 5-6 p.m. 
PST), Facebook “French Teachers in 
the US” and AATF pages, and other 
social media outlets where language 
teachers share ideas and resources. 
While face-to-face conferences 
provide supportive and inspirational 
professional development, it is not 
always possible to attend state or 
national conferences. Professional 
connections through social media 
supplement educators’ needs to con-
nect and collaborate. One particular 
instance of connected educators was 
the birth of the “#lefrancaispartout” 
Instagram and Twitter challenge that 
started in September and that is still 
going strong. The challenge was de-
vised on the “French Teachers in the 
US” Facebook page. I created the fi rst list 
and publicized it on the AATF Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. French teach-
ers from around the U.S. and the world 
encouraged their students to participate 
by taking a picture of the theme word 
of the day. As of November 2, there were 
over 5000 pictures shared! If you are 
interested in participating, please visit 
the AATF Technology Commission blog 
to learn more. 
In September 2014, the AATF Philadel-
phia Chapter invited me to conduct a 
full-day workshop that centered on lis-
tening and speaking tools. Our goal was 
to harness the curated resources from 
the AATF Delicious bookmarks and other 
social media resources into meaningful 
and shareable activities for our students. 
The participants engaged in multiple ac-
tivities that allowed them to entice their 
students at every level using authentic 
resources. Based on the reaction and 
comments from this workshop, I em-
barked on this article so that our mem-
bers could benefi t from its resources 
and tools. Our authentic resources were 
curated from the AATF Delicious [deli-
cious.com/aatfrench] and AATF YouTube 
[youtube.com/aatfrench] resources as 
well as from posts on our Facebook and 
Twitter accounts. 

THINKING ABOUT SYNCING? 
CONNECTING WITH LEARNERS THROUGH LISTENING 

AND SPEAKING DIGITAL TOOLS
Listening and Speaking Tools—Begin-
ning level

Padlet [Padlet.com] is a free tool that can 
be used on any connected device—tab-
lets, phones, computers. It allows users to 
build a private wall where you can post 
a picture, an audio clip (see below), or a 
video that you want students to com-
ment on through either text or audio 
reply. Some teachers have chosen to 
replace their VoiceThread accounts with 
this tool as it is free and unlimited.  
Create a Padlet account and look 
through the wall settings to change the 
background, the layout, and the Web URL. 
It is helpful to change your wall’s URL 
to one that’s easy to remember.  [http://
padlet.com/catherineku72/ksmo14] is an 
example of a good URL. When creating a 
URL, do not use spaces, accents, or capital 
letters. You could also make a QR code 
for your students and their families by 
copying the URL into [goo.gl] and click-
ing on Details. [Goo.gl] is a Google tool 
that shortens URLs and creates JPEG QR 
codes. Padlet can be used as a backchan-
nel (behind the scene conversation) 
outlet during class for questions or com-
ments on a movie or reading, a weekend 
assignment, or an in-class assessment. 
Example: You have found a short clip 
from YouTube that you want your stu-
dents to listen to and comment on. Use 
the Share option on YouTube, and copy 

the link to the video. Add the video to 
your wall by clicking on the wall and then 
on the “link” symbol. Paste the video’s 
URL, and add your questions. This could 
be done with a picture or an audio clip 
link as well. Share the URL of your wall 
with the students. To add a text reply, 
they will click on the “pen” icon at the 
bottom of the wall and type their reply. 
To add an audio fi le, they may use one of 
the audio recording tools listed below. 
Students will be able to see or hear the 
replies of their classmates, so remind 
the students to be as “unique” in their 
answers as possible.      

Vocaroo [www.vocaroo.com] Vocaroo 
is a free recording Web-based tool that 
does not require an account to use. iOS 
devices (iPad/Phone/Pod) are not sup-
ported for this site, but Android tablets, 
Chromebooks, and computers with 
microphones or headsets will work. To re-
cord on this site, click on the red button. 
When you have completed the recording, 
you may listen to it and either save or 
restart. The save option allows users to 
send the recording by e-mail, download 
it as an Mp3 or .WAV fi le, embed it into a 
Web site, create a QR code, or link directly 
to the recording. To add the recording to 
a Padlet wall, copy the direct link, return 
to Padlet, click on the wall and the “link” 
icon. Paste the link into the URL box and 
add your name. To listen to the recording, 
click on the wall post and the recording 
will appear and play. Vocaroo is a solid, no 
frills option to record and share student 
work. 

Google Forms with video and audio
If you have used Google Forms before, 
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you know that they are easy to pro-
duce and share with students to collect 
information. However, you may not yet 
have embedded videos, images, or links 
to audio to your form questions. Using 
Google Forms as a listening assessment 
tool eliminates countless student papers 
and allows students to remain on one 
Web page to demonstrate their listening 
comprehension. Question types range 
from multiple choice, to check boxes, 
to paragraph-long text. Log into your 
Google account and choose “Create 
Form.” If using videos, they will need to 
be from YouTube. My suggestion is to use 
several short (30 seconds to 1 minute) 
videos or one medium (less than 5 min-
ute) video for the assessment. To add a 
video to your form, begin by creating a 
question. At the bottom of the question, 
choose “Add item” and “Video.” 
[http://goo.gl/yKpxGP] 
[http://goo.gl/7n8E26]

Intermediate level Recording tools

Chirbit [chirbit.com] Chirbit is a free, Web-
based and app-based, social media audio 

recording tool 
that requires 
an account. It is 
like “Twitter” for 
audio. You can 
follow other 
users and com-
ment on their 
recordings. At 
this time, I have 
one account for 
all of my classes 
that we use on 
our class iPods. 
Students have 
access to the 
account pass-
word, but this 
is a decision 
you will need 
to consider. I 
choose to have 

the one account so all of the student 
recordings are located in one stream. 
Recordings can be made on Chrome-
books, desktops, and mobile devices. If 
you do not have access to these tools, 
students could use their own devices and 
login with your class account informa-
tion. In the 
past three 
years of us-
ing Chirbit, 
I have not 
encountered 
a prob-
lem with 
students 
accessing 
the account 
or delet-
ing other 
students’ 
recordings. 

However, it is impor-
tant to establish the 
“ground rules” if you 
are going to use a 
single account. 

The educational 
advantages of Chirbit 
are impressive. When 
students upload a 
recording, the teacher 
and students are able 
to add a text or audio 
comment. This simpli-
fi es assessment and 
feedback. Using a 
social media record-
ing tool from French 

1 helps the students foster confi dence 
in recording, reacting, and expository 
speaking. AP World Language teachers 
can attest to the nervousness that the 

advanced students demonstrate during 
practice recordings if they have not been 
exposed to this media previously. If pos-
sible, follow other French (or other world 
language) classes from around the world 
so students can hear other language 
learners working toward profi ciency. 
Recording through social media encour-
ages students to produce their best work 
when they realize that the recordings are 
“live” for all to hear and not hidden on a 
tape cassette in the teacher’s desk.  

Chirbit recordings can be downloaded 
to a computer, embedded into a Web 
site, blog, Edmodo, or Google Classroom. 
Chirbit also automatically produces a QR 
code of each recording. Intriguing ideas 
for QR codes: Print out a sheet of QR 
codes to the class recordings and send 
it home to their families or to adminis-
trators with a short description of what 
skill or theme is addressed.  Alternatively, 
create a scavenger hunt for students 
by posting QR codes around the school 
and send students out to scan and listen 
to the recordings. Each fi le could con-
tain the answer to a list of questions on 
the scavenger hunt. By listening to the 
recordings, students would fi ll out their 

answer sheets. The possibilities with this 
tool are impressive. 

SoundCloud [soundcloud.com] Sound-
Cloud is very similar to Chirbit, but it does 
not have the same options to comment 
or automatically create QR codes. There 
are more Francophone users on Sound-
Cloud, but the educational advantages of 
Chirbit lead me to suggest using Chirbit 
for recording and SoundCloud for explor-
ing Francophone music, podcasts, and 
authentic audio from resources such as 
LCF-Magazine. 

Embedded questions in videos
These three tools provide the same 

experience: Embed (add) questions 
directly into a video through a Web-
based platform. The advantage to this 
assessment / listening activity tool is that 
the videos will automatically pause and 
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a multiple choice question based on the 
preceding clip or chunk will appear. Users 
must reply to the question before the 
video continues. To create a video lesson, 
fi rst fi nd a video on YouTube, DailyMo-
tion, or Vimeo and copy its URL from 
the “Share” link. My suggestion is to use 
videos that are under fi ve minutes long 
and to not ask more than ten questions. 
Adding a question to a clip requires that 
you designate a start and stop time in 
the video that pertains to the question. 
The process is fairly easy, but takes some 
investigation and experimentation the 
fi rst time. If you are in need of assistance, 
ask a colleague, a student,  or contact me! 

Educanon [www.educanon.com] (Free 
account: Assign videos and monitor 
student progress)
Example: [http://goo.gl/PfqBLf ] — Filom-
ena Gomez
Blubbr [www.blubbr.tv] (Free account)
Example: [http://goo.gl/dSv77p]  —  
Catherine Ousselin 
Zaption [www.zaption.com] (Paid ac-
count – Create student groups and 
discussions.)
Example: [http://goo.gl/DrDAoF] — Ni-
cole Naditz

These examples and other tips for 
using authentic resources for creating lis-
tening and speaking assessment will be 
available on the AATF Technology Com-
mission blog [aatftech.blogspot.com]. 
As always, if you have used a tool or tip 
from the Commission, please share your 
project on the AATF Facebook or Twitter 
page. If you have any questions or wish 
to be a part of the AATF Commission on 
Technology, please send me a message 
at [catherineku72@gmail.com] or [@
catherineku72] (Twitter) or [@aatfrench] 
(Twitter)

Bonne continuation! 
Catherine Ousselin
Chair 
AATF Commission on Technology     


