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TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION REPORT

When the Apple iPad was released in 
2010, I was ecstatic about its possibilities 
for revolutionizing classroom manage-
ment and dynamics.  Through a loaner 
program at my university, I opted to pilot 
an iPad in a fall 2010 French advanced 
writing and grammar course.  My stu-
dents were thrilled with the new technol-
ogy, but I kept running into minor bumps 
that made me reluctant to purchase one 
myself—projection was clunky, I still 
needed a video camera for some of our 
activities, there was no way to print, and 
the applications I wanted had not yet 
been created.  Skip to the following se-
mester when the iPad2 was released; by 
this time, over 15 million iPads had been 
sold worldwide, with the iPad dominat-
ing the tablet PC market.  As I read about 
the changes to the new version, I decided 
I was fi nally ready to buy one. 

Why was the iPad 2 worth the wait?  
Its baseline model costs about the same 
as its predecessor but is about 33% 
thinner and has a faster processor.  It has 
VGA output that makes classroom screen 
projection a snap.  Its ten hours of bat-
tery life means you can take it to school 
with you all day without needing a 
recharge, and wireless printing (Airprint) 
was added to its capabilities.  However, 
what fi nally sold me was its front and 
back camera.  I dreamed of videotaping 
student presentations and showing them 

to the class, and I was thrilled by the 
prospect of bringing just one lightweight 
machine to class that could play music, 
stream movies, and record footage.

I have had my iPad2 for six months 
now and have been teaching with it 
since late August.  My students all have 
loaner iPads this fall.  With some experi-
ence now under my belt, I would like 
to share what I have found to be the  
strengths and challenges of using iPads 
in the language classroom.  I will give 
specifi c examples of how the iPad can 
transform existing assignments and then 
share some resources for fi nding the 
right apps to match your projected learn-
ing outcomes. 

Strengths and Weaknesses
Overall, the iPad is a fantastic tool for 

several reasons.  
1. It is lightweight, multi-purpose, and 

long-lasting.  No more lugging around 

various machines and their associated 
power cords.  This simplicity goes a 
long way.

2. It is fast.  Rather than wait for your lap-
top to power up or for a program to 
load, just press the instant on button, 
and you have access to everything.  It 
is simple to toggle back and forth be-
tween applications, and with a swipe 
of a fi nger or a tap on the screen, you 
can move fl uidly through a Keynote 
presentation or open a new applica-
tion instantly; two clicks will allow you 
to access all your open applications 
from the bottom of your screen.  

3. It is so easy to use. The iPad’s intui-
tive interface makes it accessible for 
people of all ages and all abilities.1  

My eight year old has helped me 
out more than once—talk about an 
empowering tool for our younger 
students. 

4. It is constantly evolving.  At print, 
there are over 140,000 apps available, 
and many are free.  With new apps ap-
pearing every day, you are sure to fi nd 
what you want or to fi nd someone to 
create it for you.  
As with all technologies, however, 

there are drawbacks to consider.  
1. It is not cheap.  I have the iPad2 wifi  

with 16GB, and it works well because 
I use it primarily at home, at work, and 
at my favorite coffee shop, where I 

have free wifi  access.  You can up-
grade to an iPad2 3G with 64GB plus a 
monthly service agreement with your 
Internet service provider.   Clearly, the 
device is not in every teacher’s (or ev-
ery school’s) budget. Education grants 
can be helpful here.

2. It is not a laptop.  Typing on an iPad 
is not fun.  For students to write their 
papers, they will need an external 
keyboard.  In this same vein, the iPad is 
not the best tool for creating content 
(video, word processing, images, etc).  
I fi nd that it is best used as a content 
delivery device. 

3. It is not always what it seems.  Some 
developers take short cuts with their 
apps.  For Word Reference, for ex-
ample, you get an iPhone app that can 
be blown up to nearly fi ll the iPad’s 
screen, but you can just as easily ac-
cess the Web site from Safari.

4. It is incompatible with fl ash.  In other 
words, a great many of France’s Web 
sites, which rely heavily on fl ash instal-
lations, are not viewable on the iPad.  
There are some workarounds, and 
more Web sites are creating their own 
apps to make sure their content is 
available to all users, but this has been 
a disappointment.

Best Practices for Classroom Use
If you can obtain a small grant to 

borrow or purchase a set of iPads for 
your classroom or school, students 
can connect with each other and the 
Francophone world through countless 
interactive, engaging activities.  Working 
in small groups or individually, they can 
create digital stories, watch French news, 
explore cultural landmarks, annotate 
literary documents, give peer feedback, 
record podcasts, send digital postcards, 
read e-books, navigate Francophone 
cities, complete instant surveys, make 
or practice Flashcards, and video chat 
via FaceTime.  There are free or low-cost 
applications for many of these activi-
ties, and I have included a series of links 
where you are sure to fi nd what you 
need. The possibilities are endless, and 
the intuitive interface means students 
will soon be coming to you with their 
own suggestions.  

Even if you cannot obtain resources 
to lend iPads to your students, you may 

be able to purchase an iPad for your own 
use.  A simple VGA cable adapter allows 
you to mirror your iPad to a projection 
screen and share audio, video, and writ-
ten content with your class.  Conferenc-
ing with individuals or small groups is 
also facilitated by passing the iPad back 
and forth; this simple act of sharing 
makes the process more personal.  Finally, 
classroom planning and management 
are simplifi ed.  You can quickly create 
quizzes, surveys, and assessments; mark-
ing attendance and participation can be 
done as you walk around your classroom.    

Here are my top three favorite ways to 
use the iPad:
1.  Share feedback.  The iPad offers excel-

lent opportunities for peer editing.  
Students can upload a PDF version of 
their paper to Dropbox (free), open it 
in Noterize (free), and swap iPads to 
edit each others’ papers.   A stylus is 

IPADS IN THE CLASSROOM

...you can comment on students’ papers with ease, e-mailing audio and 
written feedback directly to them.
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useful for highlighting and making 
concise edits, but comments can also 
be typed or recorded.  As a teacher, 
you can comment on students’ papers 
with ease, e-mailing audio and written 
feedback directly to them.  My stu-
dents have been enthusiastic about 
receiving oral comments, and I fi nd 
that they pay better attention since 
the grade comes at the end of the 
recording.  

2.  Access texts.  This semester, my 
students purchased an on-line ver-
sion of their textbook, saving them 
50% off the paper copy.  Using the 
CourseSmart app (free), they annotate 
their textbook with color highlights 
or make notes on an electronic ver-
sion that they can access from any 
computer just by logging in.  We have 
also been able to read literary texts, 
e-books, and newspaper articles with 
ease.  As an e-reader, the iPad is easy 
to use and saves both paper and 
money.  

3.  Videotape.  The iPad2 has a built-in 
camera and recording device, so you 
can record student presentations, ar-
chive them, or project clips for in-class 
analysis.  This feature is particularly 
useful in TA training, and follow-ups 
to class observations are greatly 
facilitated by this visual aid.  The new 
VoiceThread app (free) allows you to 
upload videos and draw, record, or 
type feedback directly onto them.

iPad Accessories: What do you need to 
get going in the classroom?

Item Why do I need it?

Protective Smart 
cover

Magnetic case that doubles as a stand and auto-
matically wakes and sleeps your iPad 

VGA adapter Connects to VGA cable to project onscreen docu-
ments  and streaming video

Stylus Works like a pen, allowing you to highlight or 
handwrite on screen with greater precision 

Bluetooth wire-
less keyboard

Allows you to type longer e-mails or documents 
and facilitates typing accents in French (from 
Settings, choose the Keyboard function and select 
international)

Conclusions
Is the tablet here to stay?  I think 

so.  Surveys show that more and more 
adults are abandoning their laptops 
for tablet PCs, which are multi-purpose, 
lightweight, and have longer batteries. 
The iPad itself continues to dominate 
the tablet PC market, representing 82% 
of U.S. sales. 2  Our students are more 
connected than ever, and many of them 
already have iPhones or iTouches and are 

familiar with the interface.  
I have included below a list of free 

must-have apps, as well as a series of Web 
sites that list useful apps for purchase.  If 
you still have not found what you want, 
consider having your students create an 
app.  For inspiration, introduce them to 
8th grader Ozair Patel who created an 
organizational app for his school and is 
now writing them for schools around the 
country. 3 

iPad apps  Here are some FREE apps to 
get you started.  

For classroom management: Dropbox, 
Noterize, Evernote, VoiceThread 

For news in French: France 24, RFI, Le 
Monde, MétéoFrance, Télé7, L’actualité  

For culture: TourdeFrance, Fete de la 
musique, CultureClic, Logic-immo, RATP

For language learning: French Au-
dio fl ashcards, French word of the Day, 
SpeakEasy, iConjugaisonLite,  

For creating projects: Animoto, Ever-
note, IdeaSketch, Photopad, SimpleMind

Suggested links
iPads for Early Learning (41-page 

Classroom How-to Booklet): [http://asp-
uk.secure-zone.net/v2/index.jsp?id=639/
684/1619&lng=en]

Complete list of French applications 
from the Apple Web site: [http://itunes.
apple.com/fr/genre/ios-enseignement/
id6017?mt=8]

Catherine Ousselin’s list of tried and 
true apps for iTouch, iPhone, and iPad:
[http://catherine-ousselin.org/appsfr.
htm] 
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Notes
1www.newsday.com/long-island/                   

suffolk/ipads-help-li-autistic-children-
learn-1.3146644 

2www.tabletpclab.com/47167/apple-ipad-
market-share-us.htm 

3www.npr.org/2011/10/10/141215957/a-new-
generation-of-app-developers 


