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Padlet has helped me to add a few ex-
tra tricks to my bag of  teaching tools.  
Padlet is available as an app or a web-
site, for Mac, PC, and Chromebook.  
Think of  it as an online bulletin board 
that you create where students can post 
digital sticky notes with their thoughts 
and where they can comment on each 
other’s digital sticky notes.  
Here’s what a bulletin board, or Padlet, 
looks like, with posts added by my 
students.  We did an activity that I call 
3-line novels, inspired by the 
3-line novels of  French writer 
Félix Fénéon (not appropriate 
for high school audiences but 
interesting and highly adaptable 
for teachers).  Students write a 
story in three sentences.  They 
can be comedies, tragedies, not 
so interesting, or dramatic, as 
long as they are only three lines.  
Sometimes, I have students 
write these stories on paper.  On 
this day, I had asked them to 
share a story using Padlet.  
There are mistakes, but we 
were still early in using past 
forms, and I wanted students to 
express anything at all related 
to the theme.  My students and 
I talk a lot about being fearless 
about expression and about how 
accuracy is a work in progress.
When you create a bulletin board, or 
Padlet, you give it a title and subtitle, 
you can choose a background, a layout 
for the posts, and you can adjust the 
settings to allow people with a link to 
post to it.  Then, you share that link 
with your students so that they can 
post.  I do recommend keeping an 
eye on the layout, especially when you 
have an entire class commenting on 
one Padlet.  In that case, if  you choose 
Grid or Freeform, then each time a 
student adds a post, it shifts everyone 
else’s posts and leads to technology-
induced hysteria.  I recommend the 
Stream layout, where the students’ 
posts are added to a stream mimicking 
a social media newsfeed.
Padlet adds an easy way to change your 
routine.  Do you need quick feedback 
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from students?  Have them post on 
a Padlet.  Do you want students to 
read each other’s work?  Use a Padlet 
(as long as the work being shared is 
short—a few sentences or less).  Do 
you want groups of  students to inter-
act with other members within their 
own group?  Create a Padlet for each 
group (if  there are six groups, create 
six different Padlets), then share one 
link with each group so that only those 
who’ve received their link (i.e. the other 

group members) will comment in their 
Padlet.  Padlet even has a feature to 
make this easy—the “Remake” button 
at the top of  the screen lets you simply 
make a copy of  a Padlet that you’ve 
already created.  There have been times 
where I feel like changing the original 
plan for class, or what I have planned 
needs a little something extra to add a 
level of  engagement or interaction. In 
just two minutes I created a Padlet and 
very easily added a thought-provoking 
activity. 
There is also a feature where you can 
moderate posts before they appear on 
the board, which will come in handy 
for your tough-to-manage groups.  I do 
tend to use Padlet mostly with Level 
3 and 4 students, probably because of  
the maturity-level required to post on 
a shared board with multiple viewers.  

This doesn’t mean that Padlet is not 
appropriate to use with beginners.  
Here are some activities where I’ve 
used Padlet:
• French 2 students wrote and 

shared 3-line novels using passé 
composé/imparfait, set on a beach 
(practicing vocabulary I had given 
them).  I have done this same 
activity in groups, making separate 
Padlets for each group and giving 
each group a different location to 

set their story.  Later, I share 
links to all of  the Padlets so 
that each group can see what 
the others have done.
• French 3 and 4 stu-
dents were collaborating on 
writing an essay for which the 
prompt was “Est-ce que le ci-
néma est utile ou inutile pour 
s’informer?”  On the Padlet, 
they each had to post one 
point, either for or against 
being informed via cinema.  
Then, students could work on 
their drafts by considering the 
many arguments that were 
shared on the Padlet.
• French 3 and 4 
students created posts that 
followed a sample post that 
I made using the conditional 
where I listed what three 

items I would leave in a time 
capsule to be discovered by my 
descendants in 2100.

• To prepare for an open house, I 
asked all four of  my levels “Where 
can your knowledge of  French lan-
guage take you?  What places, fu-
ture opportunities, and situations, 
daily life moments, emotions and 
feelings will be accessible to you 
now that you are learning French?”  
They were able to post answers 
in English, and they were really 
interested to see how students 
across the levels answered.  I used 
their ideas to come up with cards 
and fl yers to hand out at an open 
house for incoming 8th graders.

• After a lesson on different types 
of  news stories, French 4 students 
wrote and posted their own mini 
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actus insolites with ridiculous head-
lines.

• During a unit on the environment, 
French 3 and 4 students each 
posted one geste écologique that they 
engage in daily and one mauvaise 
action that hurts the environment.

• During a unit on relationships, 
French 3 and 4 students added 
a post to tell a reason why they 
would stop being friends with 
someone.  We reviewed the com-
ments out loud afterwards and 
it led to a discussion on what it 
means to be a friend.

One goal for this year is to ask my 
French 4 students a summative ques-
tion about cultural understanding.  I 
want to know what they think about 
future encounters with people who are 
different than them and whether or not 
being enrolled in a language program 
has affected how they might interact 
with an unknown culture.

I myself  am still exploring with 
Padlet, but if  you have questions on 
the basics, please let me know and I’ll 
be more than happy to help.  No one 
taught me—I just poked around and 
found some things to try out, and went 
for it. 

Bonne chance, bon courage, et bonne 
continuation!
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