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As teachers, we are always looking 
for new ways to engage our students in 
ways that are more meaningful to them. 
As many students have more and more 
technology with them at all times, we can 
use these resources to fi t their modes of 
learning and to encourage learning be-
yond the classroom walls. The following 
are some free (OUI! FREE) sites that I have 
used with my students or in my classes 
to keep them engaged and wanting to 
do more. Some are sites specifi cally for 
teachers.

SafeShare.tv: This is a site where one can 
put any YouTube video link into and the 
site will generate a new URL for the video 
—free of advertisements or YouTube 
“extras” to get your students off-topic.

Nearpod.com: This is a great site to make 
interactive presentations for your classes. 
There are a variety of options when 
creating your nearpods. You create the 
presentation using pictures, images, Web 
site links, video links, etc. Students can 
look through the pages you link and then 
complete activities about them. Options 
for student activities are fi ll in the blank, 
drawing, CLOZE activities, free-responses 
to questions, responding to polls, etc. 
You can make the nearpod presenta-
tions student-paced (great for homework 
activities) or “live lessons” where you con-
trol how much time they spend on each 
of the activities. As students complete 
activities, you have the option to show 
the class a good example of a response 
or drawing and have them talk about 
what they are seeing. Nearpod also has 
some 360-view images that you can add 
into your presentations to give students 
a complete view of different things. If you 
have those as a Web link, you can add 
them in as well. My students love this 
activity.

Edmodo: Edmodo is similar to Google 
Classroom. You create an account, and 
your students join your class with a code. 
You can post videos, assignments, links 
to interesting things, anything you want. 
With assignments and quizzes, you can 
give students private feedback, and they 
can post questions to you. You have the 
option of viewing all of their posts before 
they are visible to the class.  (Think of a 
Facebook Wall but that you can monitor.)  
Edmodo offers professional development 
on how to use their site and there are 
groups that you, as a teacher, can join. It 
is a great way to fi nd new teaching ideas 
and to connect to teachers around the 
country and the world. I connected with 
a teacher in Canada, and we did a pen pal 

exchange with our classes

Plickers.com: For Plickers, you need two 
things: a printed set of the Plickers cards 
(from the Web site—they are free) and 
the app on your smartphone or iPad. The 
Plickers cards are QR codes that have an 
A, B, C, and D choice—one on each of the 
sides. On the Web site, you create a set of 
multiple-choice questions. Each student 
is given a Plickers card.  (I number them 
and assign my students a number so 
that it is linked to them. I also laminated 
them, so I only need one set for all of my 
classes.)  As the teacher, you project the 
multiple-choice questions to the stu-
dents, and they hold up their answer. For 
example, if they want to give the answer 
of “C,” they would hold up the side of 
their card that has the “C” on it.  With the 
app open on your phone, you scan the 
room and the student responses are read. 
A graph of the answers as you are scan-
ning appears on the screen in real-time. 
Even if you have to scan the room more 
than once, it only picks up the answer 
from each student one time. The student 
answers are saved in your account, so 
you can grade their responses if you 
choose. You can discuss the questions 
and why answers are correct. My stu-
dents have a lot of fun with this, and like 
to see the change in the graph as the 
room is being scanned.

[See additional item on page 9).]

Bookemon.com: This site allows stu-
dents to create their own books under an 
account that you make. You create and 
give them their username and password 
through the “My edCenter.”  They then 
create an on-line “book” with pictures 
and text. When their book is done, you 
can share it via e-mail and social media 
sites, or have a QR code to access them 
online. If students prefer, they can have 
their book printed for a small fee. You do 
not need to pay to create the account 
and are not required to print the books 
when they are fi nished. Images the 
students use should be owned by them. 
There is also an option for students to 
collaborate on one book in the Group 
Book Project.  

PearDeck.com: To use this site, you need 
a PowerPoint, Google Slides presenta-
tion, or PDF already created, and students 
need their own device. This defi nitely 
works best in a 1-to-1 setting, but person-
al student devices work just as well. You 
upload your presentation to the site and 
then you show it to your class. As your 
presentation is running, you can stop and 
do some check-for-understanding ques-

tions, which students answer on their 
device. They can be simple Yes/No ques-
tions, or you can have students elaborate 
on their responses. Students need to 
think about what is being incorporated 
in the lesson, and they can also type in 
their own questions if you give them the 
option to elaborate on their answers. This 
is another “free” site, up to fi ve presenta-
tions. After that, there is a fee.

PlayPosit.com: This site was formerly 
known as Educanon. You add in a video 
and create “bulbs.”  You assign the bulbs 
to a class. If you use Google Classroom, 
you can sync this site to Classroom. As 
the video plays, you can choose where 
it will stop, and the students respond 
to questions you post. The students are 
given instant feedback if their responses 
are correct or not. On the teacher side, 
you will get a spreadsheet of student re-
sponses.  This is great for interpretive vid-
eos, especially ones that have no dialog. I 
have used it to ask students about what 
they have seen in the videos in French. 
It is self-paced, but the students tend to 
fi nish around the same time if you are 
working in class. It also works great as a 
homework assignment to prepare for an 
upcoming lesson.

EDPuzzle.com: This site allows you to 
crop videos and add your own narrative, 
add your own audio notes, or ask ques-
tions to the students. If you fi nd a video 
that has the content you want, but not 
the narrative, you can record over it for 
your classes. The questioning available 
is similar to PlayPosit. This can also be 
linked to Google Classroom and you can 
assign videos directly from the EDPuzzle 
site. There is a “no skipping” option, which 
means that students need to watch the 
whole video from the beginning to end 
instead of just skipping to the part with 
the questions. When students are done, 
you have a spreadsheet of their results. If 
you are using this as an in-class assign-
ment, you will be able to see results in 
real-time as students are working.

Hopefully, you learned about a few 
new technologies. Even if learning new 
sites is challenging, try them once or 
twice, and you will see that the students 
really love them. And if you ever get 
stuck, the students can probably help 
you.  Enjoy!
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