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It seems like students are glued to 
their phones, taking them out of  their 
pockets whenever they get the chance 
to skim social media or to message 
their friends during class. Students are 
on their devices as much as they can 
be, so as educators, let’s use that to our 
advantage! 
A common myth among this younger 
generation of  students is that they 
know how to use technology better 
than the previous generation. I would 
argue the students might know how to 
push certain buttons to get where they 
want to go; however, they have yet to 
learn how to effectively use technol-
ogy. There is still a need to learn the 
skills that come with experience and 
proper teaching, such as researching 
with effective keywords, how to com-
municate in a professional setting, and 
how to acquire profi ciency of  a second 
language. This is an area where the 
previous generation of  educators can 
share their experiences and continue to 
teach these skills in a new medium.
Looking at the structure of  a typical 
school week, students realistically have 
a few hours of  instruction in a world 
language. Then, during the rest of  their 
week, students are saturated in an Eng-
lish-speaking culture. Many students 
hope to become fl uent when they 
are taking a world language course. 
However, this expectation is unrealistic 
with the aforementioned timeline. In 
order to become profi cient in a second 
language, students should enrich their 
learning with materials that supplement 
class time.  I have gathered a short list 
of  fun, educational, and engaging tools 
to use with students that will assist 
them on their path to profi ciency in 
their second language.
This article will showcase a few multi-
purpose tools students can use at 
school in their free time, at home, or 
on-the-go to enrich their learning. The 
tools mentioned below are free. The 
goal when using each of  these tools is 
to present them to the class and show 
students how to use them to their ad-
vantage. Now, as the educator, you are 
providing the tools and teaching them 

to be independent and responsible for 
their own second language acquisi-
tion to reach their personal goals of  
fl uency.
Duolingo [https://www.duolingo.
com] 
& Memrise [www.memrise.com]
Both apps/websites allow for student 
growth in a second language in an 
easily attainable way.  Duolingo is well 
known, and viusally shows students’ 
growth on their path to profi ciency.
It also stresses completing activities 
each day to maintain language skills.
Memrise is similar to Duolingo but 
uses adaptive learning technology to 
fi t each individual student. Memrise 
shows language growth through the 
image of  a seed growing into a fl ower. 
Both tools are user-friendly and a great 
place to start when teaching students 
how to be independent on their path 
to profi ciency.
Lyrics Training [http://lyricstraining.
com/fr]
For music lovers, this free website will 
allow them to test their skills. Students 
can choose a song, listen to it, and 
fi ll-in-the-blank with the missing word.
There are options to type in or choose 
the missing word, multiple–choice 
style. This is a great option for an in-
class assignment or as homework to 
get students exposed to using this tool.
Students can also search the website 
to fi nd new songs and add them to the 
class playlist. Who doesn’t love listen-
ing to music?
FluentU Blog [www.fl uentu.com/
french/blog/] 
This blog is written by FluentU, a 
company offering language-learning 
courses in many different languages. 
Taking the courses requires a subscrip-
tion, yet reading the blog does not. 
There are a variety of  blog posts that 
promote easy ways to learn another 
language. This blog specifi cally fo-
cuses on providing tools in the French 
language. To cite a few examples, there 
are posts on various videos to watch, 
selective music to listen to, ways to 

increase comprehension, and cultural 
phraseology that would not otherwise 
be covered in a standard world lan-
guage classroom. This tool is great to 
share with students, although I would 
suggest reading articles thoroughly 
before presenting them to a class.
This is an brief  overview of  some 
great resources, as each of  these apps/
websites provides a great starting point 
for learning a second language. These 
websites and apps are just tools; they 
help foster and grow learning, but stu-
dents are also looking for support and 
encouragement from their teachers. I 
don’t believe one can become fl uent 
from these sources alone. However, I 
hope your teaching inspires a student 
and they, in turn, can share additional 
quality resources with you.
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