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Ten years ago the Greater Kansas City 
Chapter started a new program, an 
Academy of  Future French Teachers.  
Although the chapter is small, this pro-
gram was a signifi cant and innovative 
way to encourage high school students 
to consider the teaching of  French as 
a career.  I am very proud that we were 
proactive at a time when the teaching 
of  French was severely threatened.  I 
encourage you to consider implement-
ing a similar program.  We must con-
tinue to do all that we can to provide 
qualifi ed French instructors for our 
schools and universities.
Our fi rst Future French Teachers Day 
was held on April 28, 2007.  In prepa-
ration, Kathleen Madigan, Chapter 
President, had applied for and re-
ceived, an AATF Small Grant to fund 
this project.  As Katie stated in her 
announcement of  the project, “the 

purpose of  the day is to encourage 
students currently in high school to 
become future French teachers.”  Local 
AATF members were allowed to nomi-
nate up to four students to participate 
in the Saturday event, which included 
lunch at a well-known Swiss restaurant, 
followed by a panel discussion held 
at a local university.  We eventually 
had two more Future French Teacher 
Academies, held at both Rockhurst 
University in Kansas City, MO and at 
Missouri Western State University in 
Saint Joseph.
Although senior and junior students 
were given priority, teachers could 
nominate sophomore and fresh-
man students as well.  Teachers were 
asked to rank the students they nomi-
nated as well as explain the ranking 
in a couple of  sentences. Students of  
chapter members were accepted until 
a specifi ed number was reached.  If  
space allowed, the event was opened 
to students in classes taught by non- 
members.  
On a beautiful spring Saturday, local 

GREATER KANSAS CITY CHAPTER ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO BECOME 
FRENCH TEACHERS

French teachers and their students 
gathered at the restaurant at 10:30 a.m. 
to chat and get to know each other.  All 
panelists were invited to the luncheon.  
Their lunches were provided, as were 
the lunches of  teachers who attended 
with their selected students.  At 12:30 
we went to a near-by university for the 
panel discussion, which lasted until 
2:30 p.m.  Announcements and the 
presentation of  certifi cates to student 
participants ended the day. Panelists 
were French teachers at the middle and 
high school levels, university professors 
and a former assistante d’anglais who 
talked about her experience teaching 
English in France.   We focused on the 
benefi ts and opportunities available to 
French teachers, why we loved teaching 
French, and how teaching French had 
given us so many amazing opportuni-
ties for involvement in our communi-
ties as well as exciting travel.  

Although an interesting experience for 
both teachers and students, we never 
did collect any information on the 
impact of  this program.  Perhaps each 
participating teacher knows whether 
this program did have an impact on 
the students selected to participate.  If  
you know of  a student who did go on 
to become a teacher, or if  you were 
a student participant, I would love to 
hear your story.
I can, however, tell you of  one success 
story.  In November 2016 I attended a 
book talk by Antoine Laurain, author 
of  Le Chapeau de Mitterrand, La femme 
au carnet rouge, and now, Rhapsodie 
française.  Standing in line to have him 
sign my books, a young lady asked if  I 
had served as president of  the AATF. 
When I responded that I had, she went 
on to tell me that she remembered me 
as a panelist at that fi rst Academy of  
Future French Teachers that was held 
in the spring of  2007.  She is now a 
French teacher in the Shawnee Mission 
District in Kansas.  Rebecca Haden 
was happy to describe how this event 

made an impact on her:  “I remem-
ber I attended because my teacher 
(Maryvonne Marshall), suggested that 
I might be interested, and prior to that 
point, I really had never considered 
becoming a French teacher. I had loved 
taking French throughout high school, 
and I knew I was interested in becom-
ing a teacher, but I had never put the 
two together before. The Academy, 
then, was a great opportunity for me to 
learn more about what it’s like to teach 
French and hear from other French 
teachers in the area about the various 
experiences and opportunities they 
had encountered through their careers 
in teaching French. It obviously had a 
lasting impact on me, as now 10 years 
later, I am fi nishing my third year in 
the profession and fi nd it hard to imag-
ine teaching anything else!”
Lately, it has become more diffi cult 

in some areas and some districts to 
fi nd qualifi ed French teachers to start 
new programs or to replace those who 
decide to leave a position or retire. 
Please encourage your students to be-
come French teachers.  Organizing an 
academy for interested students in your 
area is one way to make that a reality.
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We must continue to do all that we can to provide qualified French instructors 
for our schools and universities.


