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If French programs are going to grow, 
or even hold their own, I believe it is 
of utmost importance to make French 
relevant and fun for students, both in and 
outside the classroom.  For this reason, it 
is very benefi cial to have an active French 
Club at your school.  The more fun and 
relevant activities you do in and outside 
of class, the more other students want to 
get involved, sign up, and become a part 
of it all.  Below is a list of activities you 
can organize, some in class, others not.  
Most of these I have done myself dur-
ing my teaching career of thirty-seven 
years (I retired last June!).  A few I have 
heard about or had thought about but 
never actually got around to doing, and I 
thought of several more as I was mak-
ing this list.  Many of these you probably 
already do or have done, but if there is an 
idea here that will help you advance your 
program or convert an “undecided” stu-
dent to French, fantastique!  Also, maybe 
something I wrote here will trigger your 
creativity and help you come up with a 
great idea of your own.  I hope so!

Here are a number of possible ac-
tivities.  Some lend themselves well to a 
classroom setting, and others would be 
excellent French Club activities.  Many 
would work for either.  I tried to divide 
them into categories, but they all fall into 
the category of promotion, because fun, 
relevant, worthwhile activities attract 
attention and attract students.  Always 
keep in mind that “Visibility creates vi-
ability!”  Les voilà…

APPRECIATE la bonne cuisine française!  
Provide lots of occasions for students to 
eat.  Food ALWAYS gets rave reviews, and 
everyone wants to participate in an eat-
ing opportunity!
1.  Organize pot-lucks and picnics.  This 

can be during school lunchtime or 
not.  Our French Club always had a 
pot-luck for Mardi Gras and National 
French Week plus a French Club 
kick-off pot-luck picnic during the 
weekend at a local park in Septem-
ber.

2.  Have a crêpe day.  This might be 
good for La Chandeleur (February 2).

3.  Have a Gâteau des Rois on or near 
January 6.  You can always get 
student volunteers to make one for 
each of your classes.  (Recipes are 
easy to fi nd on-line.)  Or serve it at 
the French Club meeting.  Be sure to 
have a crown on hand.

4.  Have a King’s cake for Mardi Gras, or 
make beignets.  Again, get students 

to bake a cake for each class.  Or 
bring in the baby fryer, and go for 
hot beignets.

5.  Have a Bûche de Noël in December. 
6.  Organize a progressive dinner. Have 

hors-d’oeuvre and/or soup at one 
house, the main course at another, 
then salad, cheese, and/or dessert 
at another.  (Going to fi ve different 
houses might be a bit much.)

7.  Organize a French dinner and invite 
students’ families, members of the 
community, staff members at your 
school, other French teachers, and 
students.  This is a great fundraising 
and awareness-raising opportunity.  

8.  Have a cheese-tasting evening (La 
Soirée des fromages or “Cheese Eve”) 
for parents and the community.

9.  Go to a French restaurant.  This is an 
excellent French Club outing if you 
have a French restaurant nearby.  
(Try to get them to give you a deal.)

10.  Invite a chef to come do a French 
cooking demonstration, and then 
enjoy eating the result.

11.  Organize an International Dinner.  In-
vite all the language clubs (plus ESL) 
to participate, and have everyone 
bring any international dish.

CELEBRATE!  Faites la fête / fêtez la fête.  
Get lots of mileage out of les fêtes fran-
çaises!
12.  Celebrate Saint Nicholas Day on De-

cember 6.  I used to draw a fi replace 
on poster board and set it up in the 
hall (with a few actual logs in front 
of it), have students come out and 
put one shoe in front of the “fi re,” go 
back to class and do the usual stuff.  
Beforehand, I would have arranged 
for a teacher with a planning period 
during that class to put candy I had 
bought in each shoe, and then we’d 
all come back out at the end of class 
to retrieve shoes and, quelle surprise, 
candy! 

13.  Make valentines for Valentine’s Day.  
You can do this in class or possibly 
as a French Club fundraiser.  (For 
the fundraiser, club members made 
valentines with messages in French, 
and we sold and delivered them to 
the designated recipient.)

14.  Celebrate Mardi Gras.  Have cake, 
beignets, make masks, play games, 
play Cajun music, dance, have a pot-
luck at lunch.  There are numerous 
possibilities for this holiday!

15.  Do something to celebrate Hal-
loween or la Toussaint.  We always 

played Halloween Bingo with appro-
priate vocabulary:  le chat noir, une 
sorcière, un fantôme, le 31 octobre, les 
bonbons, etc.

16.  La Fête du Travail, May 1.  Draw / 
cut out un brin de muguet des bois.  
Students can wear it for the day as 
a symbol of bonheur (and français!).  
Hopefully, it’ll bring good luck on AP 
exams!

17.  Poisson d’avril!  Have students cut out 
un poisson and stick it on someone’s 
back on April fi rst.  Provide tape.  
Have a good laugh! 

18.  Celebrate Canadian Thanksgiving 
(second Monday in October) in some 
way.  Eat something à la québecoise 
(tarte au sirop d’érable and tourtière 
are good possibilities—you can fi nd 
recipes on-line) and talk about the 
history of this holiday.

19.  November 11, le Jour de l’Armistice.  
Maybe have a dynamic history 
teacher come talk about France’s 
role in WWI, either in class or at the 
French Club meeting.

20.  La Fête de la Musique (June 21).  Sing 
French songs, listen to French music.  
Obviously, you’ll have to celebrate it 
in advance.

21.  Do something for students’ birth-
days.  We always sang “Joyeux 
anniversaire” for each student on 
his/her birthday (and sang for all the 
summer birthdays at the end of the 
year).

22.  La Fête de la Sainte Catherine (No-
vember 25).  Make some tire à la mé-
lasse, style québecois, or get a student 
to prepare it and bring it in.

23.  Celebrate la Fête de la Communauté 
française de Belgique (September 25).  
Make waffl es or eat chocolate (more 
eating!), listen to Jacques Brel, or 
read a bande dessinée such as Tintin.

24.  Choose another Francophone 
country and fi nd an important 
holiday, and celebrate that country 
on that day.  For example, Senegal’s 
Independence Day is April 4; so do 
something sénégalais that day.  Sug-
gestions for this include food (maybe 
poulet yassa and  fl an à la papaye), 
music (tam-tam), and mancala (a 
board game). 

25.  May 8, Fête de la Victoire.  Again, have 
a dynamic history teacher come talk 
about France’s role in WWII.

26.  La Fête des Mères et des Pères.  You 
might make cards for parents or an 
important adult.

27.  Saints’ Days.  You can always fi nd rea-
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son to celebrate something.  Check 
the calendrier des saints on-line 
[www.lecalendrier.fr].

28.  Make an Advent calendar and reveal 
a new message each day.

29.  Do a “Secret Snowman” gift ex-
change in December (like Secret 
Santa).

STIMULATE interest through visibility 
and advertising! Get noticed!
30.  Design a French Club tee-shirt.  

Some years we had a tee-shirt 
design contest, and some years our 
French Club executive committee 
came up with the design.  Have a 
wear-your-French-Club-tee-shirt day.

31.  Make French pins or stickers.  Last 
year some students printed out 
bunches of stickers that had a 
French fl ag on them and said “Je suis 
membre du Club de Français!” 

32.  Go to elementary schools and 
middle schools and talk about the 
French program.  Some well-ex-
ecuted skits and a bit of humor are 

always welcome additions to your 
presentation.

33.  Write simple books in French and go 
to elementary schools to read them 
to the students there.

34.  Have “dress-up” days (a good activity 
for National French Week).  You can 
dress up in the colors of the French 
fl ag or that of another Francophone 
country, a famous French/Fran-
cophone person, a character in a 
French story or novel, someone from 
a French painting, a word…  There 
are endless possibilities.

35.  Use National French Week as an 
“excuse” to advertise big-time.  Do 
announcements in French, have con-
tests, dress up, wear tee-shirts, eat, 
etc.  We always had a “speak-French-
all-day day” during which students 
wore little signs that said “Je ne parle 
que français aujourd’hui.”  Obviously, 
if they had a big presentation in 
history class, they’d have to do it in 
English! 

COLLABORATE!
36.  Take advantage of personnel and 

programs at a college or university 
nearby.  Make contact with those 
involved and come up with a plan.

37.  Talk to the chorus teacher and sug-
gest that chorus students sing some-
thing in French at the next concert.  
Offer to send strong French students 

to help with pronunciation.
38.  Suggest that the orchestra / band 

teacher conduct a work by a French 
composer at the next concert.

39.  Suggest that the theater teacher put 
on a play by a French author.  Study 
this work / parts of this work in class 
and encourage your students to go 
see the play.  Have your students 
help advertise the play.  A couple 
plays the theater department put on 
at our school (in English, of course) 
were La Puce à l’oreille (Feydeau) and 
Rhinocéros (Ionesco).

40.  Get with an English teacher and 
create a vocabulary list based on 
French words used in English or 
French-based words.  I don’t mean 
only obvious French words like coup 
d’état or faux pas, but other words 
like mollify (mou, molle), lugubrious 
(lugubre), ebullient (bulle, ébullition).

41.  Meet with the art teacher and do 
something relating to French art / 
artists.  Have an “Art Night.”  (Last 
year I combined Art Night and 

Cheese Eve (La Soirée des fromages 
et des artistes) during which we 
featured artists and cheeses associ-
ated with various regions of France 
with students to explain the artist 
or cheese they had studied to our 
guests (including the Principal, the 
Superintendent, and several School 
Board members).  For example, from 
Normandy we featured camembert 
and Monet.  It was a great success.

ACTIVATE!  Get outside and get active.
42.  Organize a French fi eld day or a 

language fi eld day or Olympics.  We 
did this several years (in May when 
the weather is nice and AP exams 
are over) during the school day.   

43.  Get French Club members to go to 
school games and sports events and 
cheer in French.  Wear French Club 
tee-shirts, of course.

44.  Organize kickball or some other type 
of game with another language club.  
We always had a hard-fought but 
friendly and fun kickball game with 
the Latin Club.

45.  Dance!  Organize an international 
dance, and dance to music sung 
in various languages.  Invite other 
language clubs to help you organize 
it, and then invite everyone to come.  
Plus on est de fous, plus on rit!

46.   Have a scavenger hunt inside and/or 
outside the school.  Part of it can be 

information-seeking (quelles sont les 
couleurs du drapeau du Togo, combien 
de championnats de tennis avons-
nous?), and some would necessitate 
actually fi nding something (une fl eur 
blanche, la signature de l’entraîneur 
de basket).

COMMUNICATE with the community!  
Get out into the community and pro-
mote, promote, promote.
47.  Organize a French Fest / Language 

Day.  Wake County in North Carolina 
has one of these annually which 
takes place at NC State University.

48.  Organize a poetry declamation for 
middle school or elementary school 
students.  We have had one of these 
in Chapel Hill for many years.  It’s 
an excellent way to get elementary, 
middle, and high school students 
(and teachers) to work together, to 
connect, and to have a great time.

49.  Organize French Club events and ac-
tivities with clubs from other nearby 
schools.

50.  Organize students who like to sing, 
have them learn a song (or more 
than one), and perform somewhere.  
Our French singing group has per-
formed for the Black History Month 
Unity Dinner several times.  We’ve 
also done a holiday program at 
Barnes and Noble a number of times.

51.  Put on a short French play and invite 
everyone who understands French 
(or not) to come see it.  For example, 
we have done an abbreviated ver-
sion of Le Petit Prince for French 
classes and other spectators.

52.  Do fundraising in the community.  
We made and sold crêpes at Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro’s Walk for Education.  In 
December we always participated in 
the holiday Barnes and Noble Gift-
Wrap one day.  (Again, wear French 
Club shirts for these events!  Visibility 
= Viability.)

MOTIVATE!  Get on the move and go 
somewhere!
53.  Organize trips to France, Canada, 

etc.  Try to fi nd funding / scholarship 
money so disadvantaged students 
will be able to go.  Your parent-teach-
er organization or “Donors Choose” 
[www.donorschoose.org] might be a 
place to start.

54.  Organize an exchange with a school 
in France.  Check the AATF Web site 
for schools that might be interested.

The more fun and relevant activities you do in and outside of class, the more 
other students want to get involved, sign up, and become a part of it all.  
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55.  Go to a local coffee shop and hold a 
Café-Conversation.  Sip tea or coffee 
and speak French in an informal set-
ting.

56.  Go to a French movie. 
57.  Show a French movie at a French 

Club member’s home on an evening 
or weekend.

58.  Visit a museum and see whatever 
French art is on display, or perhaps 
go see a special exhibition by a 
French artist.  Get a French-speaking 
docent if possible.

59.   Have a beach weekend.  Rent a 
beach house and spend the week-
end speaking French, cooking French 
food, and soaking up the sun. 

RELATE!  Put students in contact with 
“real” French speakers whenever possible.  
Create relationships.
60.  Hunt down some French teenagers 

to come speak to your club or class.
61.  Host French students.
62.  Invite guest speakers from French-

speaking countries to come do 
presentations for your club or class.

63.  Find French or Francophone pen 
pals.

DEDICATE AND DONATE!  Dedicate time 
and energy to a worthy cause.  This defi -
nitely creates a great deal of enthusiasm.
64.  Sponsor a child from a Francophone 

country.  At East we sponsored a 
child from Haiti from the time she 
was four until she was over eighteen.  
Most of our fundraising went to this. 

65.  Raise money to help out in case of 
disaster.  Our French Club raised 
$1000 which we donated to Mé-
decins Sans Frontières for Haitian 
relief after the earthquake in 2010.   
We did this with a giant two-day 
bake sale, believe it or not, because 
everyone was moved and motivated 
by the cause, and we organized it 
immediately after the earthquake.  
Lots of students baked, and lots and 
lots of students, teachers, and staff 
members bought.  Many made ad-
ditional contributions.

66.   Raise money to donate to a worthy 
cause.  At one point we donated to 
UNICEF and asked that the money 
go to help children in a Franco-
phone African country.

67.  Tutor.  French Club or French Honor 
Society members can tutor French 
students at your school, or another 
school, such as a nearby middle 
school which offers French.

ORCHESTRATE AND FACILITATE!  
Organize and facilitate fun-fi lled French-
related activities.
68.   Have a “Game Day.”  Play board 

games, card games, or any other 
game in French.  Do this in class, at 
lunch, after school, or as a French 
Club function.

69.  Sing, smile, and speak in French.  
Always be on the look-out for addi-
tional opportunities to make French 
fun and relevant to students!

70.  Secret weapon:  Les Heures supplé-
mentaires.  I required that students 
complete a few heures supplémen-
taires each quarter.  (You could do it 
by the month also, but I do suggest 
that you not assign too many.  You 
want it to be doable and for them 
to welcome this opportunity, not to 
dread it.)  This assignment could be 
fulfi lled by watching a French movie, 
getting together with friends and 
speaking French, looking through 
a French magazine, listening to 
French music or French radio, just 
about anything French-related that 
involved listening, speaking, reading, 
or writing (the activities had to be 
varied).  All they had to do was com-
plete the activities and time require-
ment, fi ll out the form I provided, 
write a short evaluation of the activi-
ties they chose, and turn it in on or 
before the due date.  They got all the 
points automatically if they did that.  
(My motto:  “Do what I say, you’ll get 
an A.”)  This worked à merveille!  The 
students loved it (free points for do-
ing fun stuff, they thought).  Plus, it 
encouraged them to go to Café-Con-
versation, to go to the French Club 
movie, to attend the French Club 
activity and speak French, or even to 
speak French with their classmates 
(who needed to complete their 
heures supplémentaires assignment) 
during another class.  (I smile at that 
thought!)  

If you have questions or would like me 
to elaborate on any of these activities, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.  AND, 
if you do try any of them, I would love to 
hear how it goes.  BONNE CHANCE!  I’m 
looking forward to hearing from you.

Kathleen Rhodes
East Chapel Hill High School, NC
(retired) 
[kwhitham1127@yahoo.com] 

Note: Article reprinted from the French 
Language Advocacy Wiki: [https://frenchad-
vocacy.wikispaces.com/].

Editor’s note:  Next year Kathleen Rhodes will 
be contributing a series of articles to explain 
in more detail some of the activities she has 
listed above.


