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In December, our French Club usually 
meets three times. At the fi rst meet-
ing, the students make santons out 
of  Sculpey clay. The meeting begins 
with a quick lesson on santons, using a 
YouTube video called “Fabrication des 
santons de Provence.”  The students 
then are given Sculpey clay and get 
to work. First, they make a santon that 
looks like them, which I keep along 
with all my other santons from students 
over the years. Then, they may make as 
many santons as they want. They have 
the option to bring them home to bake 
them, or I offer to do it for them and 
bring the santons back to them at the 
next meeting.
Our French Club always watches a 
movie at our second meeting of  the 
month. In years past, we have watched 
Joyeux Noël or Père Noël. This is also 
the meeting where members of  our 
chapter of  the Société Honoraire de 
Français sign the Bonne Année cards they 
designed to be given to administrators 
and other French teachers.
At the third meeting, we hold a Bûche-
Off. Students prepare a bûche de Noël 
at home and bring it in before school. 
The fi rst year there were only 6 entries; 
however, the next year there were 13. 
So don’t despair if  it is not a runaway 
hit the fi rst year you do it. During the 
meeting, students are given a ballot 
and are asked to choose the three most 
beautiful bûches from all the entries. 
The ballots are then tallied: 3 points 
for a fi rst-place vote, 2 points for a 
second-place vote, and 1 point for a 
third-place vote. The top three winners 
receive a small trophy. The bûches are 
then quickly disposed of  by the stu-
dents before they go home. Since fi nal 
exams usually begin the next day, the 
students tend to be in a hurry to leave.
Though for most students this is done 
without a grade, students in French 3 
and French 4 have been able to use it 
as one of  four culture-related projects 
they must complete during the year. 
In order for it to count as one of  their 
culture-related projects, they must use 
an authentic recipe in French (we usu-
ally steer them toward [www.marmiton.
org]), share the food with friends or 

family, and write two paragraphs in 
French about the process and their 
friends’ and families’ reactions to it. 
To grade this, we use our department’s 
Interpretive Reading and Presentation-
al Writing rubrics. Students also have 
a second opportunity to compete on 
Mardi Gras with our King Cake-Off. 
The premise is the same; however, stu-
dents wanting to do it for their project 
in French 3 or 4 must make a galette des 
rois, even if  it is technically the wrong 
holiday for it, instead of  a Louisiana-
style King Cake.
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