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These selected fi lms off er insight on 
traditional and modern Quebec culture 
and society, language issues, sovereignty, 
as well as more universal themes such 
as employment, happiness, good vs. evil, 
childhood and coming of age. Films cur-
rently a part of our collection at Clinton 
Community College are marked with 
an asterisk. There is something here for 
everyone. Most include English subtitles, 
and many are easily obtainable via mail 
order through Archambault in Montreal: 
[www.archambault.ca].

Synopses of the fi lm are included 
below and many are taken from the In-
ternet Movie Database: [www.imdb.com]. 
Some comments (en français) on Quebec 
cinema today are included at the end.

*1971: Mon oncle Antoine—French 
Canadian director and actor Claude 
Jutra enjoyed his greatest critical suc-
cess with this evocative and loving (but 
unsentimental) look at a few memorable 
days in the life of a boy on the verge 
of manhood in a small Quebec mining 
community in the 1940s. Benoît (Jacques 
Gagnon) is an orphan just edging into 
his teens. He works part-time for Antoine 
(Jean Duceppe), his uncle who owns the 
local general store and moonlights as an 
undertaker; Antoine takes the boy under 
his wing for a few days while the shop 
is busy during the holiday rush. … But 
when Benoit joins his uncle to collect the 
body of a boy who has recently died, he 
confronts mortality for the fi rst time and 
comes to realize what sort of a man his 
uncle really is. Mon Oncle Antoine won 
eight Genie Awards (the Canadian Oscar) 
and was honored at seven international 
fi lm festivals, but it wasn't until the fi lm 
was broadcast on Canadian television 
that it was widely seen in its home coun-
try. Since then, a poll of Canadian fi lm 
writers named it the Best Canadian Film 
of all time in 1984, and similar polls in 
1994 and 2004 found Mon Oncle Antoine 
still at the top of the list.   -Mark Deming, 
All Movie Guide 

Mon oncle Antoine Trailer: 
[https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Q5y6v3YAjlQ]

*1989: Jesus of Montreal—What 
happens to the people putting on a Pas-
sion Play? Someday Mel Gibson may tell 
us, but Denys Arcand's Jesus of Montreal 
proposes an engaging possibility. In hip 
present-day Montreal, a group of actors 
stages the Passion in an outdoor, some-
what avant-garde style, led by the quietly 
charismatic and increasingly uncanny 
young man (Lothaire Bluteau) playing 
Christ. His identifi cation with the role, 
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and the way it bleeds into real life, gives 
director Denys Arcand plenty of oppor-
tunities for social comment—some of it 
spot-on, some of it a little facile. But the 
fragile Bluteau is such a fascinating lead 
presence (the other actors are familiar 
from Arcand's Barbarian Invasions and 
Decline of the American Empire) that the 
movie's spell lasts long after it's over. 
Turns out the French-Canadian approach 
to the Passion can be just as intriguing as 
the original Aramaic.  -Robert Horton 

Jesus of Montreal (Trailer) 
[https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YXqJyR67Uis]

1997: Les Boys—This Canadian 
hockey comedy broke box-offi  ce records 
in Canada. Stan (Rémy Girard) runs the 
blue-collar tavern Chez Stan and also 
coaches Les Boys, an ineff ectual amateur 
hockey team of bar-room buddies. Gam-
bling debts lead to a risky game in which 
Stan will lose Chez Stan to mob boss Meo 
(Pierre Lebeau) if Les Boys are defeated by 
Meo's team of heavyweight thugs. - Bob 
Stewart, Rovi

Les Boys: (Trailer) [www.reelcanada.
com/fi lms/les-boys]

*2003:  La Grande Séduction—St. 
Marie-La-Mauderne is a tiny fi shing vil-
lage in what some may call the middle of 
nowhere. For eight years the locals have 
stood in line for weekly welfare checks, 
wearing patched sweaters and glum 
expressions, and remembering the good 
old days when the catch was good, the 
fi shermen were proud, and life seemed a 
lot more magical. Then one day, a chance 
at salvation: a small company wants to 
build a factory on the island, but only if 
a full-time doctor lives in St. Marie. The 
situation seems hopeless until a young 
doctor in Montreal has an unfortunate in-
cident with a traffi  c cop and fi nds himself 
on a boat to the faraway village. But how 
to convince handsome, young, urbane Dr. 
Lewis to stay in this dreary little spot on 
the map? As it turns out, the answer lies 
in just a bit of seductive subterfuge—
along with a tapped phone, a hastily 
assembled cricket team, and something 
called Festival de Beef Stroganoff . Written 
by Sujit R. Varma

La Grande Séduction Bande an-
nonce: [https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WIC5CeiKQEQ] 

*2005:  C.R.A.Z.Y. —It's a story of two 
love aff airs. A father's love for his fi ve 
sons. And one son's love for his father, a 
love so strong it compels him to live a 
lie. That son is Zac Beaulieu, born on the 
25th of December 1960, diff erent from all 
his brothers, but desperate to fi t in. Dur-

ing the next 20 years, life takes Zac on a 
surprising and unexpected journey that 
ultimately leads him to accept his true 
nature and, even more importantly, leads 
his father to love him for who he really 
is. A mystical fable about a modern-day 
Christ-like fi gure, C.R.A.Z.Y exudes the 
beauty, the poetry and the madness of 
the human spirit in all its contradictions. 

C.R.A.Z.Y. Bande annonce: 
[https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nAZEwKn7qXo] 

*2005: The Rocket: Maurice Rich-
ard—In the late 1930s, a young machin-
ist named Maurice Richard distinguished 
himself as a ice hockey player of preter-
natural talent. Although that was enough 
to get him into the Montreal Canadiens, 
his frequent injuries cost him the con-
fi dence of his team and the fans. In the 
face of these doubts, Richard eventu-
ally shows the kind of aggressive and 
skillful play that would make him one of 
the greatest players of all time as "The 
Rocket." However for all his success, Rich-
ard and his fellow French Canadians face 
constant discrimination in a league dom-
inated by the English speaking. Although 
a man of few words, Richard begins to 
speak his own mind about the injustice 
which creates an organizational confl ict 
that would culminate in his infamous 
1955 season suspension that sparks an 
ethnic riot in protest. In the face of these 
challenges, Richard must decide exactly 
who he is playing for. Written by Kenneth 
Chisholm [kchishol@rogers.com] 

The Rocket Trailer: [www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TkcFx1p4-Cg]

*2006: Bon Cop Bad Cop—Director 
Eric Canuel and producer Kevin Tierney 
collaborate on Canada's fi rst “completely 
bilingual" fi lm, a buddy cop murder 
mystery starring Colm Feore and Patrick 
Huard. When a body is discovered on the 
border between Ontario and Quebec, 
a street-savvy Ontario cop and a steely 
Montreal detective must join forces to 
solve the crime and catch the killer. Note: 
This is incorrect. The Quebec cop is street 
savvy. DBG  -Jason Buchanan, Rovi

Bon Cop Bad Cop (Trailer) 
[https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UxMuCyzXgC4]

2008: Un été sans point ni coup 
sur—It’s the summer of 1969 and Martin 
is 12 years old and dreams of making the 
neighborhood baseball team, emulat-
ing his new heroes, the Montreal Expos. 
When he gets cut, his father steps in and 
together they spend a summer full of 
hope and disappointment, line drives 
and foul balls. A summer to remember 
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for both of them—and not only because 
a man walked on the moon.  

Site offi  cial du fi lm: [https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=8u4Ac3ma5ic] 

2009: J'ai tué ma mère—The fi lm is a 
Quebec biographical drama fi lm writ-
ten and directed by Xavier Dolan. It is an 
exposé on the complexity of the mother 
and son bond. The fi lm attracted interna-
tional press attention when it won three 
awards from the Director's Fortnight 
program at the 2009 Cannes Film Festival. 
After being shown, the fi lm received an 
eight-minute standing ovation. The fi lm 
begins with Hubert Minel giving a black-
and-white monologue explaining how 
he loves his mother but can’t stand being 
her son; he also reveals that when he was 
younger things were better between 
them.

J'ai tué ma mère (Trailer) [https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=BgCqY3cE-VM]

*2010: Incendies—Director Denis 
Villeneuve adapts Wajdi Mouawad's play 
concerning a pair of twins who make 
a life-altering discovery following the 
death of their mother. Upon learning that 
their absentee father is still very much 
alive and they also have a brother they 
have never met, the pair travels to the 
Middle East on a mission to uncover the 
truth about their mystery-shrouded past. 
- Jason Buchanan, Rovi

Incendies (Trailer) [https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=0nycksytL1A]

2011: Starbuck—Starbuck stars Pat-
rick Huard as David Wosniak, a 42-year-
old lovable but perpetual screw up who 
fi nally decides to take control of his life. 
A habitual sperm donor in his youth, he 
discovers that he's the biological father 
of 533 children, 142 of whom are trying 
to force the fertility clinic to reveal the 
true identity of the prolifi c donor code-
named Starbuck. (c) EOne. 

Starbuck (Trailer) [https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=Z2MD0qJkWzU]

*2011: Café de Flore—Café de Flore is 
a love story about people separated by 
time and place but connected in pro-
found and mysterious ways. Atmospheric, 
fantastical, tragic and hopeful, the fi lm 
chronicles the parallel fates of Jacque-
line, a young mother with a disabled son 
in 1960s Paris, and Antoine, a recently 
divorced, successful DJ in present day 
Montreal. What binds the two stories 
together is love—euphoric, obsessive, 
tragic, youthful, timeless love. (C)

Café de Flore  (Trailer) [https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Y3HAgq7aQOk]

*2011: Monsieur Lazhar—At a Mon-
treal public grade school, an Algerian 
immigrant is hired to replace a popular 
teacher who committed suicide in her 

classroom. While helping his students 
deal with their grief, his own recent loss 
is revealed.

Monsieur Lazhar (Trailer) [https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=gjNCkxnT-xE]

2011: Le Vendeur—Marcel Lévesque, 
a quick-witted car salesman nearing 
retirement, lives to sell. He has been 
salesman of the month for the last 
sixteen years at the dealership where 
he has spent his career, in a declining 
industrial town in Lac Saint-Jean, where 
it's cold enough to scare away the tour-
ists and buying a car sometimes seems 
completely absurd. There's just one thing 
on his mind: getting his beloved Detroit 
rides off  the lot. Marcel Lévesque is a 
salesman from a bygone era, a man who 
learned his trade by telling tales—"fi bs 
dressed up with fl owers"—and making 
his customers happy. But a tragedy will 
change everything for this peddler of 
dreams. Written by Anonymous

Le Vendeur (Trailer) [www.traileraddict.
com/the-salesman/trailer]

2012: Laurence Anyways—Laurence, 
a French teacher and soon-to-be-pub-
lished author, enjoys an intense and mu-
tually loving relationship with his fi ancée, 
Frédérique. But on the day after his 35th 
birthday, Laurence confesses to Fred that 
he longs to become a woman, asking her 
to support his transformation. The fi lm 
follows the course of the couple's on-
again, off -again relationship throughout 
the 1990s. (C) Breaking Glass Pictures.

Laurence Anyways (Trailer) [http://
trailers.apple.com/trailers/independent/
laurenceanyways/#videos-large]

2012: Rebelle—Somewhere in Sub-
Saharan Africa, Komona, a 14-year-old 
girl, tells the unborn child growing inside 
her the story of her life since she has 
been at war. Everything started when she 
was abducted by the rebel army at the 
age of 12.

Rebelle (Trailer) [https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=5TQnpTIMe5w]

2013: Louis Cyr—Biopic of Louis 
Cyr, strongest man in the world at the 
end of the 19th century. Louis Cyr (born 
Cyprien-Noé Cyr, 1863–1912) was a fa-
mous French-Canadian strongman with 
a career spanning the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. His recorded feats, includ-
ing lifting 500 pounds (227 kg) with three 
fi ngers and carrying 4337 pounds (1967 
kg) on his back, show Cyr to be, accord-
ing to former International Federation 
of BodyBuilding & Fitness chairman Ben 
Weider, the strongest man ever to have 
lived.

Louis Cyr (Trailer) [https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=lXpkspT7CYE]

Status of Quebec Film Today
Victor Guzzo interviews Richard 

Martineau  [https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=038e7hCkn-w]

On Tout le monde en par-
le  [https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QMtkfs72W2M]

Compiled by David Graham


