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SALUT LES JEUNES!

OÙ EST LE CHIEN? 
There are as many learning styles are there are students in our classrooms,  requiring multiple teaching 

strategies to reach each student. FLES teachers have instinctively provided multiple ways to convey lan-
guage to our students in an attempt to recreate in a condensed version the ways a child absorbs his mother 
language through auditory, visual, and kinesthetic stimuli. Locutions of position make it easy to comply 
with what some consider “contemporary”  thought on teaching as there are so many ways to reinforce these 
expressions.  Begin with a puppet or stuffed animal and take him around the room, repeating:  “Où est le 
chien?” and then giving a response that involves the students:  “Le chien est devant Michel. Le chien est der-
rière Sophie. Le chien est sur Colette.”  We start with two or three, adding as students become more familiar 
with the terms. Secondly, create situations where the students follow directions: “Pose le chien sur la tête de Casimir.” Replace the 
command with a declarative sentence so that the class can repeat the phrase chorally which encourages even the most reluctant 
language learner to participate: “Le chien est devant Marthe.” Not until the expressions feel comfortable do we ask a single student 
to respond (as recall) to:  “Où est le chien?” 

My second graders loved making the magic trick where le chien magically appears in la boîte. Cut (découpez) around the out-
side of the two squares then fold (pliez) along the dotted lines so that the corners line up. Secure with le scotch, and punch holes 
where circles indicate with la perforatrice. (Smaller French students may need some help here). Thread un elastique through the 
hole on each side, bringing the end of each elastic band back through itself to secure. With the empty box (la boîte vide) facing you, 
roll the two elastics on each side back and forth rapidly through thumbs and index fi ngers, making 
the box spin. Le chien should appear in the box, as well as “Bonjour”.  Once the student can see it, he must shout: “Le chien est dans 
la boîte!” This paper gimmick works with un poisson dans un bocal, un oiseau dans une cage, un visage sur un potiron. What other 
ways could your students apply this idea?
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So many games lend themselves naturally to the locutions of position. The drawing below can be copied (enlarge to 8 1/2" X 
11") and used just for practicing orally with "Où est le chien?" For a more active project, have students cut out the arrow (la fl èche) 
and attach in the center with une attache parisienne, and it becomes a spinner, requiring a complete sentence to describe the 
drawing to which the arrow points. Students circulate around the room with their spinner page, asking the question to classmates 
who must respond with a complete sentence: "Le chien est derrière, devant, sur, sous, dans la boîte." Amusez-vous bien! 

Share with other FLES* and middle school teachers your ideas, classroom gimmicks, games for oral interaction, and successful 
lessons. Join the teacher network! Send your ideas to Elizabeth Miller, 74 Tuscaloosa Avenue, Atherton, CA 94027; e-mail: 
[mmemiller@aol.com].


