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SALUT LES JEUNES!

Je peux lire!
Teachers are reluctant to introduce the written language too early to beginning language 

learners to avoid the interference of English phonetics with the French spelling. We like to be sure 
the sounds are fi rmly in place orally before exposing the students to the written word. In addition, 
our youngest language learners are just beginning to read in their native language. Pictures per-
mit students to "read" with accuracy without the common errors of pronunciation (pure vowels, 
"th” as "t," silent fi nal consonants, for example). Creating their own little books gives young chil-
dren the chance to proudly "read" at home what they are learning at school. The example below is that of un petit livre 
de la météo, but it is a convenient format to use to reinforce any vocabulary or to tell a simplifi ed story. It works espe-
cially well at the beginning of the school year with personal information in a book entitled "MOI." (Je suis un garçon. Je 
m'appelle Jacques. J'ai sept ans. Mon anniversaire c'est le 7 janvier. J'aime le chocolat, etc.)

This sample includes the written French for older students who have already worked on the expressions in 
class, but they can be erased for the younger students. These drawings are for the most part taken from le Grand Con-
cours de francais FLES, but the older students may prefer to start with the written phrase and draw their own pictures 
for their books. Many students already know how to make these little books from other classes. It just looks hard, but 
it's not!

MATERIALS NEEDED:   paper, colored pencils or crayons, and scissors.
PROCEDURE:  Copy image onto full size 8 1/2" X 11" paper. 
 Fold in half crosswise.
 Cut through fold ONLY on the dotted line.

 Unfold and refold in half the other way lengthwise.

 Fold on all solid lines to create book pages. 
 Push outside edges towards the center to open where you cut.

Final folds will make sense following page numbers 1-8 to create
booklet with “QUEL TEMPS FAIT-IL?” as title on the outside.
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Share with other FLES* and middle school teachers your ideas, classroom gimmicks, games for oral interaction, and successful 
lessons.   Join the teacher network!  Send you rideas to Elizabeth Miller, 74 Tuscaloosa Avenue, Atherton, CA 94027; e-mail: [mme 
miller@aol.com].


