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SALUT LES JEUNES!

Le hockey, an essential nutrient of Canadian culture, can bring new life to some traditional building 
blocks of the French curriculum at many levels. Kristen Purdy Russett has shared a wonderful resource that 
she has successfully used to promote French at her middle school in Massachusetts. She has incorporated 
materials offered free from the Boston Bruins' organization (presented by AT&T) to reinforce her classroom 
curriculum and motivate her students. She writes: "I have been lucky enough to work with the Boston Bruins 
on developing French curriculum materials for their ICE School program. They are fun, hockey-themed les-
son plans that are designed to get kids excited about French. Hockey and French are such a natural pair-
ing because of the incredible popularity of hockey in Canada and due to the many Francophone stars, including the Bruins' own 
Patrice Bergeron." Kristen was part of the team that created the classroom lessons (which she updates annually), and her students 
have certainly profi ted from her involvement, including having the thrilling opportunity to meet Patrice Bergeron and speak 
French with him!

The Web site [www.bostonbruins.com/iceschool] invites any teacher (French language, math, geography, ELA, physical educa-
tion, and science) to visit and sign up. The ICE School program embraces interested schools in New England by offering a newslet-
ter, program updates, ticket offers, and prizes (and you might win a visit from Blades, the Bruins mascot!). However, any interested 
teacher in any state can access the lesson plans and glean from them what is appropriate for the students' level. For example, there 
are games for verb conjugations, adjectives, nationalities of the players, hockey vocabulary to name just a few—plus wonderful 
photographs of the players. One of my favorite activities is a dominoes game (see page 24) using the colors of each of the hockey 
teams in the league. The lesson plans include two sets of dominoes that can be photocopied for students. Each domino has three 
squares, half colored in and half with the words for the colors spelled out. The youngest pre-readers could use all colors without 
the words, but beginning readers would benefi t from the reinforcement of seeing the words they have already learned orally in 
the classroom. Young students might have fun making their own dominoes with other color combinations as well. To play, shuffl e 
the dominoes and place them upside-down in a pile. Take one domino from the pile and place face up. Players take turns draw-
ing from the top of the pile to try to match what is on the table: color to word/word to color. If a player cannot use his domino, he 
keeps it for the next turn when he must draw again. At that time he may, however, play both dominoes if there are matches avail-
able. Probably the game works best with two or three players for each set of dominoes. Have the students say the matching colors 
out loud to practice each time they can play one of their dominoes. The winner is the player with no dominoes left (or the fewest 
when the pile is done). Add your own rules, and amusez-vous bien!

Is there a sports team in your area that provides educational materials for your students? Let us know!
Kristen Purdy Russett

Veterans Middle School (MA)
[russett.kristen@marbleheadschools.org]

LE HOCKEY
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Sample play of the game of color dominoes: (Match color to word or word to color.)

Sample dominoes to cut out (along outside line only.)  A set includes at least 20 dominoes (half with squares colored in and half 
with the words for the colors.)  These may be copies directly from the ICE School Web site [www.bostonbruins.com/iceschool] or 
make your own!

Share with other FLES* and middle school teachers your ideas, classroom gimmicks, games for oral interaction, and successful les-
sons.  Join the teacher network!  Send your ideas to Elizabeth Miller, 74 Tuscaloosa Avenue, Atherton, CA 94027; [mmemiller@aol.
com].

          Blanc
Boston Bruins      

        Or     Noir

Montréal Canadiens
        Bleu   Blanc    Rouge

Chicago Blackhawks

        Rouge   Noir    Blanc


