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SALUT LES JEUNES!

LA FAMILLE
Families come in all shapes and sizes, so asking our young students· to describe their families 

can be awkward when we are trying to accumulate all the terms for family members. However, 
if we create a fi ctitious French family fi rst, we can include as many terms as we want to reinforce. 
Once the terms are established, we can encourage our students to talk about who is in their 
families without imposing an established idea of what constitutes "family." The following project 
is a delightful springboard for other games to drill family member terms, and later can be adapted 
to permit students to talk about their own families. The fi rst house will include Ia famille Dubois 
with le père, Ia mère, la soeur, le frère, le grand-père et Ia grand-mère, y compris le chien. After putting together the house, 
students can replace the back page with a blank piece of paper taped or stapled to the house, and create their own 
families to share with the class.
MATERIALS NEEDED: Paper, colored pencils or crayons, scissors, tape or stapler
PROCEDURE: Copy both the house and the family onto full size 8 1/2 X 11”  paper.

Color the windows and door as indicated.
Cut three sides of windows and the door (younger students may need help here), folding each on the dotted lines 
to reveal the people inside. 
Tape or staple house on top of drawings of the family.
Students can add names on the inside of the folded window.

LINGUISTIC GOALS: Family terms, review of colors, and possessive for older students. "Qui est derrière Ia porte rouge?" 
"Comment s'appelle le frère de Colette?"  "Où se trouve le chien? Derrière Ia fenêtre noire."
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Share with other FLES* and middle school teachers your ideas, classroom gimmicks, games for oral interaction, and successful 
lessons.   Join the teacher network!  Send your ideas to Elizabeth Miller, 74 Tuscaloosa Avenue, Atherton, CA 94027; e-mail: [mme 
miller@aol.com].
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