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SALUT LES JEUNES!

UNE COCOTTE EN PAPIER
Une cocotte en papier or un piège à puces (“cootie catcher”) has multiple possibilities for 

many age groups. I recently made them in a second grade class, and it worked beautifully, provid-
ing enthusiastic drill time after creation. For the younger students, I used the pattern given below. 
For middle school where students are learning professions, it is a unique way to drill that vocabu-
lary. For high school, the inside could include elaborate fortunes. Half the fun, however, is the fold-
ing (le pliage)! If it is not something you did as a child, YouTube has several sites that you can use 
for yourself or for the class, some with just video of the folding, but a few with clear instructions in 
French.  Search YouTube for “cocotte en papier.”

For the younger students we had worked on the alphabet, numbers, and colors. The children colored in the 
corner squares according to the color written so they could practice using the alphabet, spelling out loud as they 
opened la cocotte. The children wrote numbers (from 1 - 10 or more, whatever needs reinforcing). For the interior, we 
used small stickers to represent birthday gifts (une voiture, une fl eur, un ours) since they were learning how to say the 
dates of their birthdays. (Note that one is rien!)

Le pliage:

1. First step is to cut along the heavy line to make a square. To create the creases, fold in as a triangle, 
open and fold the other way. (Faites un premier pli en diagonal, puis, ouvrez et faites un pli dans l'autre 
sens).

2. Second, open and fold corners into the center, creating a square. (Ouvrez et pliez chacune des extrémités 
vers le centre pour obtenir un carré.)

3. Turn over and fold corners into center. (Retournez-le, et repliez chacune des extrémités vers le centre pour 
un carré plus petit.)

4. Squeeze together the points of the color squares, creating wings where hand will operate the cootie-
catcher. (Le pli le plus compliqué où il faut mettre toutes les extrémités de couleur vers le centre.) This may 
require some help fi rst time through with the younger ones.

5. Ready to play! With a partner, one operates la cocotte and the other starts by choosing a color. Opera-
tor spells the color, opening for each letter. Then student chooses a number on the inside. Operator 
opens and switches while counting. Final number choice fi nds le cadeau by opening the triangle to 
reveal the sticker on the inside.
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LA COCOTTE EN PAPIER - Copy to full page for your students,

Share with other FLES* and middle school teachers your ideas, classroom gimmicks, games for oral interaction, 
and successful lessons. Join the teacher network! Send your ideas to Elizabeth Miller, 74 Tuscaloosa Avenue, Atherton, 
CA 94027; e-mail: [mmemiller@aol.com].

Elizabeth Miller
Crystal Springs Uplands School (CA)


