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SALUT LES JEUNES!

LES CHIFFRES 
Numbers are wonderful confi dence builders for young language learners. In the same way 

toddlers count on praise when they recite up to ten in their mother tongue, beginning language 
students are motivated by the feeling of success when they can go from un jusqu'a dix in French. 
Reciting numbers in sequence, though, is like learning a song. The rote acquisition of numbers 
is only the fi rst level towards comprehension. FLES teachers have multiple games to ensure the 
retention of numbers in sequence. "PAMPLEMOUSSE" is my favorite ("BUZZ" for Americans) where students count 
around the room in sequence up to whatever number they can handle, substituting pamplemousse for a number 
chosen in advance. It's a quick fi ller game to start a class or to change activities as attention wavers, plus it requires no 
preparation. 

"VINGT ET UN" is another amusing math game based on numbers in sequence, requiring learning only 1 to 21. 
Students count in turn in a circle, choosing to say one or two numbers at a time. The student who ends up with vingt et 
un is eliminated, and the circle becomes smaller as the students repeat counting 1 to 21 until only one person remains. 

HORS SEQUENCE - The next level of comprehension is recognizing the symboi for the number without having to 
count up to it. This requires a lot of practice! Use the drawing below individually or with the class divided into teams. 
Replace the easier numbers with more diffi cult ones as the students make progress counting. 

RELIEZ LES POINTS 
Un grand merci a Megan Diercks for this suggestion: Take the traditional dot-to-dot activity and renumber it at 

whatever the level of comprehension your students have reached. Use children’s dot-to-dot books or search “free print-
able dot-to-dot activities” on the internet. Print two copies—one to save for the correct sequence and one to redo. Use 
correction fl uid to eliminate the numbers on one copy, then renumber randomly.  Make a teacher script with the new 
number sequence. Make copies of the renumbered dot-to-dot to distribute to the students. Read the teacher script 
aloud, and the students draw lines based on numbers they hear (no longer in 1,2,3 sequence). To reinforce the num-
bers further, choose students to read back the numbers when the drawing is complete. To increase the challenge, draw 
in new dots and number them as well. That way there will be extra unused dots and students will have to really listen 
rather than relying on the emerging pattern. As students progress, start at sixty to practice the more challenging num-
bers. On the next page are two samples of internet dot-to-dots and one reworked one that can be used right away. 
Amusez-vous bien!
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These two 
are printable 
dot-to-dot 
activities from 
the Internet.   
White out the 
numbers, and 
add your own 
randomly.

Here is one image with the original numbers replaced. En-
large to full page. 
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Share with other FLES and middle school teachers your ideas, classroom gimmicks, games for oral interaction, and successful 
lessons. Join the teacher network! Send your ideas to:  Elizabeth Miller, 74 Tuscaloosa Ave, Atherton, CA 94027; e-mail: [mmemiller@
aol.com].


