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SALUT LES JEUNES!

MÉDOR MANGE LE CALENDRIER

Teaching how to state the date in French classes is more than memorizing the days of  the week 
and the months of  the year.  Numbers are involved, too, at least up to 31.  The new year is a log-
ical time to start as we take on a new year name.  We start each class in January with “Bonne année! C’est deux mille 
(mil) dix-sept!”  Soon it becomes automatic, and the pattern is established.  The calendar, though, offers an oppor-
tunity to explore some relevant cultural elements as well.  There are a number of  calendar options available on line 
to share with your students.  Go to le calendrier 2017—my favorite is [calenderGratuit.fr]—to print a French calendar 
for your students.  Make sure it is one that shows the saints’ days for the year.  If  the students have chosen a French 
name for class, see if  they can fi nd their name on the calendar.  Originally, when a child’s birth was registered, City 
Hall (la mairie) provided a list of  acceptable names, mainly saints’ names.  If  a parent didn’t choose the saint’s name 
on the date of  birth of  the child, the child would have a second date to celebrate corresponding to the given prénom.  
In France, la fête (saint’s day) is still celebrated in many families with a card and even better, with chocolate.  The 
laws loosened somewhat in 1966, although some of  our creative American names would still not be acceptable.  
In 1993 the name restrictions were dropped, although many families still honor the calendar names and enjoy the 
double celebrations for their children.  Have your students fi nd a name on the calendar that closely corresponds to 
their chosen name, and make a point of  acknowledging la fête as well as l’anniversaire as a way to reinforce the pattern 
for dates.   If  they have started learning the days of  the week, see if  they can guess what the letters stand for listed 
down the side: LMMJVSD.  My youngest French learners are a little shaky on the days of  the week in English but 
readily learn them in French.  Challenge them with a contest where volunteers announce: “Je mange du chocolat 
lundi, mardi, mercredi, jeudi, vendredi, samedi, dimanche...,” and continue until they have to take a breath.   Once it 
becomes a contest, they are more willing to repeat, and thus reinforce, the days of  the week.  Compare an American 
calendar with a French one to show that the French begin their week on lundi, making le week-end literally the end of  
the week.  Logical!
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This project is designed to help students fi rm up the pattern for telling the date.  It is not original but a compilation 
of  many calendar gadgets available for children to make, with the added fun of  “Médor mange le calendrier.”  Copy 
and enlarge the form below to full-page size.   For my second and third graders, I write in the months and num-
bers; older students might like to write them in themselves.  You will need des ciseaux et des attaches parisiennes.  Regular 
paper works fi ne, but card stock is more durable.   Use the project to practice following directions in French: (1) 
Découpez (the two circles and the two darkened spaces to reveal the number and the month in French), (2) attachez les 
cercles (where the dots indicate the the numbers overlap the months), and (3) pliez sur la ligne pointillée.  Et voilà!
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What are some of  the games you use in the classroom to explore the French calendar?  Share with other FLES 
teachers for future “Salut les jeunes!” articles.  Send your ideas to [mmemiller@aol.com], 74 Tuscaloosa Avenue, 
Atherton, CA 94027.


