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Culture is not acquired through 
osmosis. It must be taught explicitly. 
The goal of  Intercultural Language 
Teaching is to help learners transcend 
their singular world view through 
the learning of  culture, leading them 
progressively towards intercultural 
competence. Culture is embedded in 
language as an intangible, all-pervasive, 
and highly-variable force. How then 
are we to capture it in order to teach it? 
World knowledge in a foreign culture 
corresponds to what has been meant 
traditionally by “teaching culture.”  
It encompasses the teaching of  the 
general cultural traits and ways of  life 
of  a society, including literature, critical 
literacy, history, geography, institutions, 
and the arts. This “cultural” world 
knowledge is closer to culture than to 
language per se. The diagram below 
illustrates how to connect culture and 

language.1 
There are three encompassing intercul-
tural components: (1) Attitudinal, the 
tolerance for ambiguity and open-
ness to difference; (2) Behavioral, the 
ability to use culturally appropriate 
feedback strategies; (3) Knowledge, the 
knowledge of  cultural differences  in 
classroom interactions.2 The skills of  
an interculturally competent teacher 
include the ability to:
1. Model and encourage perspective-

taking in the classroom
2. Model and encourage non-judge-

mental approaches to discussing 
cultural, social, or other types of  
difference

3. Facilitate discussion among stu-
dents with a variety of  communi-
cation styles

4. Model tolerance for ambiguity
5. Create an inclusive learning envi-

ronment that recognizes the barri-
ers students face in participating 

6. Expect and accept difference, 
and appreciate differences in the 
relationships between teachers and 
learners across cultures

7. Provide feedback across cultures in 
a variety of  ways

8. Tailor messages to audiences with 
different levels of  linguistic ability

9. Explain unspoken assumptions of  
one’s own culture and discipline

10. Design assessments that recognize 
and validate

11. Identify risk factors for particular 
types of  learners

12. Create opportunities for interac-
tion among learners

13. Articulate the meaning of  academ-
ic integrity clearly

14. Develop an awareness of  one’s 
own culture and cultural identity3 

As we teach our curriculum, following 
state guidelines and school mandates, 
we should strive to connect our stu-
dents. As we differentiate our lessons, 
we should create an environment of  
understanding, so that students are 
not only learning culture being taught 
explicitly but refl ecting to learn and 
understand their own inherent cultures. 
The Internet is the 21st-century text-
book. We have an obligation to our 
students to present the current world 
while teaching the French language. 
The beauty of  the French course is 
that it encompasses so many other 
disciplines. Language is an expression 

of  culture. There is a necessity to teach 
the many cultures that speak French 
and have French infl uence, using au-
thentic resources. 
Destination Francophonie, launched by   
TV5Monde and hosted by Ivan Kaba-
coff, is a short, weekly program that 
highlights different destinations. Desti-
nation Francophonie has plenty of  videos 
to choose from, with a variety of  cities, 
countries, and continents. The videos 
always start with a map. 
Some of  the advantages of  this re-
source include videos that are only a 
few minutes long and comprehensible, 
allowing the teacher to provide authen-
tic input. The videos are not limited to 
a showcase of  the Francophone world; 
other cities and countries are included, 
which helps make connections with 
students (either their backgrounds or 
places visited). Another advantage is 
that the videos are available directly 
on the TV5Monde website, allowing 
teachers with restricted internet access 
on school computers to visit the Desti-
nation Francophonie page directly [www.
tv5monde.com/cms/chaine-franco 
phone/Revoir-nos-emissions/Destina-
tion-Francophonie/p-23140-Accueil.
htm].
When creating activities, we should 
always refl ect on: (1) what we want 
our students to understand—what are 
the big ideas; (2) what do we want our 
students to know—content learning 
standards; (3) what do we want our 
students to be able to do—curricular 
competency learning standards (think 
ACTFL’s “Can Do” Statements). 
In order for the videos to enhance our 
teaching, they need to be relevant to 
the topics being taught. The videos can 
also be shown as an additional resource 
or backup exposure. It is important 
to connect to themes and topics you 
teach and cover as support material. 
Some sample activities for the Novice 
classroom may be: listen for cognates/
key words, check for understanding, 
main idea, teach geography (places in 
town, cities, countries, continents, bor-
ders, bodies of  water). Sample activities 
for the intermediate classroom include: 
summarize the video, either in writ-
ing or orally; research the geography 
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of  the country; ask follow up ques-
tions; writing sample: “Do you want to 
visit this country? Why or why not?” 
Sample activities for the Advanced 
classroom include: in-depth research 
of  the country (history, government, 
politics, current events); role in the Or-
ganisation Internationale de la Francophonie 
(OIF); oral presentations “Les Nou-
velles;” writing samples “If  given the 
opportunity to travel/work here, what 
would you do and why; create a video 
of  where you live; and sharing French 
infl uence. Perhaps include school and 
related activities. 
How to choose destinations? Always 
refl ect on relevance and ask yourself: 
Why am I showing this? What do I 
want students to understand from 
watching this video? Why is it neces-
sary? In what way can I apply “5 Cs” 
of  the National Standards (Connec-
tions, Cultures, Communication, Com-
parison, Communities)?
What to do next? Have students make 
predictions, as this is a key component 
for students to understand identity in 
their culture. This also allows students 
to surpass stereotypes. Have students 
create KWL Charts= (What do you 
already know? What do you want to 
know? What did you learn?) Have 
students summarize videos or work 
in pairs/small groups to compare and 
contrast information. 
7 Billion Others [www.7billionothers.
org/fr] is a project launched in 2003 
by Yann Arthus-Bertrand, Sybille 
d’Orgeval, and Baptiste Rouget-Lu-
chaire. About twenty directors fi lmed 
6000 interviews in 84 countries. From 
a Brazilian fi sherman to a Chinese 
shopkeeper, a German performer to an 
Afghan farmer, all answered the same 
questions about their fears, dreams, 
ordeals, hopes. What have you learned 
from your parents? What do you want 
to pass on to your children? What 
diffi cult circumstances have you been 
through? What does love mean to you? 
There are forty-fi ve questions that help 
us discover what separates and what 
unites us. These portraits of  humanity 
today are accessible on this website. 
The heart of  this project, which is to 
show everything that unites us, links us, 
and differentiates us, is found during 
these thousands of  hours of  inter-
views. 

This is one of  my favorite resources to 
teach interconnectedness. The vid-
eos are not necessarily in French, the 
people interviewed answer the ques-
tions in their native language, which 
you have the option of  hearing. When 
you change the website into French, 
you can view the subtitles to the videos 
in French. I have shown videos to 
students on mute, and they read along. 
There are also a variety of  videos in 
French from Francophones around the 
world. I use those videos to expose my 
students to different French accents, 
particularly those heard in Africa. The 
topics that can be taught range from 
physical description, cities, countries, 
geography, professions, nationalities, 
family, age/avoir expressions/numbers, 
memories (imparfait/passé composé), nar-
rating in the past, life lessons (appris de 
ses parents). 
How to use it?  Ask students to record 
participants’ answers to the various 
questions. Type the transcript and 
provide to students with gaps. Have 
students ask questions of  the partici-
pants or make predictions about their 
backgrounds and lives before watch-
ing different segments. In upper-level 
classrooms, have students (individu-
ally, with partners, or in small groups) 
create their own videos answering the 
same questions, use the videos they 
create to connect with other class-
mates, or have students write letters to 
the participants. 
Both Destinations Francophonie and 
7 Billion Others are sites that pres-
ent authentic culture to students. Not 
only have my students enjoyed these 
resources, they have learned from 
them as well. If  you have any ques-
tions, comments, concerns, or would 
like more information about activities 
pertaining to these sites, please feel free 
to contact me at [alivaditis@pelham 
schools.org].
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