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CLASSROOM ACTIVITY

To celebrate the fact that the 2007 AATF
Convention will be held in Baton Rouge,
we are starting a series of classroom ac-
tivities that focus on the theme “La
Francophonie et les États-Unis.”  Our first
activity concerns the arrival in Louisiana of
the French explorers and colonists,
d’Iberville and Bienville, in 1699.  We are
providing a text written about their expedi-
tion shortly after it took place, with accom-
panying exercises for intermediate or ad-
vanced students.  Virginia Donovan of The
Ohio State University prepared the text and
wrote the activities.

In 1682, Robert Cavelier, sieur de la
Salle, claimed the Mississippi River basin
for France.  To consolidate control of the
mouth of this huge waterway for France,
Pierre le Moyne d’Iberville of Canada, an
experienced military man, led an expedi-
tion in 1699 to determine the actual mouth
of the Mississippi and make possible the
founding of a French colony along the Gulf.
Accompanied by his younger brother Jean-
Baptiste le Moyne de Bienville, he made the
voyage described in the text which can be
found at [www.frenchteachers.org/
bulletin/articles/francophonie/
louisiana.htm].  D’Iberville died in Havana
in 1706, but his brother Bienville took a lead-
ing role in France’s colonization of Louisi-
ana.  He established the city of New Or-
leans in 1718.

In the reading, Jean Baptiste Bénard de
la Harpe (1683-1765) first summarizes La
Salle’s ill-fated search for the mouth of the
Mississippi.  He then tells the story of
d’Iberville and Bienville’s 1699 expedition.
De la Harpe describes their encounters with
various groups of Native Americans, friendly
and otherwise; their discovery of “quelque
paires d’heures”—prayer books—that were
clearly from La Salle’s prior expedition, prov-
ing that this was indeed the Mississippi;
and their passage near “les Batons
Rouges,” sticks marking Native American
hunting boundaries.

The text makes clear both the impor-
tance of dealing with the Native Americans
in the area, and the competition with the
Spaniards who also wanted to control this
region.  We also encounter the pirate
Laurencillo, fameux flibustier.

To make it easier to use in class, the text
has been divided into six sections, marked
by asterisks.

For more information and to find images
of people and places, try the following Web
sites:

Library of Congress and Bibliothèque
nationale project “France in America”
[http:/ /rs6. loc.gov/ int ldl / f iahtml/

fiahome.html]
Library of Congress American Memory

Project
[http: / /memory. loc.gov/ammem/
browse]

Canadian Military History site
[ w w w . c m h g . g c . c a / c m h / e n /
page_75.asp]

If you have classroom activities relating
to “La Francophonie et les États-Unis” that
might be published in the National Bulletin,
please contact Randa Duvick at
[Randa.Duvick@valpo.edu].

Activity
1. Objective.  This is an introductory les-

son for a historical/cultural unit about
Francophone Louisiana targeting the
intermediate or advanced level of
French.  Students will understand which
famous explorers were involved, when
their activities took place, and the types
of experiences they encountered dur-
ing their explorations.  As grammar ac-
tivities, students will practice passé
simple in a mechanical exercise, and
will write a creative, communicative es-
say distinguishing between imparfait
and passé composé/passé simple.
This lesson may be spread out over
more than one day.

2. Preparation.
• Download the de La Harpe text
[frenchteachers.org/bulletin/articles/
francophonie/louisiana.htm].  Divide it 
into segments, the number de-
termined by your class size, four stu-
dents per segment. (The text on the
teacher’s copy is divided into 6 sug-
gested segments, indicated by:  *****.)
Print out 4 copies of each segment.
• Download pictures of de La Harpe,
d’Iberville, Bienville, a map of Early Loui-
siana from the Internet.  Make transpar-
encies to show in class (or use for a
PowerPoint presentation).  If you want
to show an example of French ships,
download a picture of Le Pélican, a ship
that d’Iberville actually sailed.
• On the de La Harpe text, change
passé simple verbs to passé composé,
(or change passé composé verbs to
passé simple, depending on your teach-
ing goal) leaving an underlined space
after the verb.  Print out another set of
segments, using the same organiza-
tion for your class as you did the first
time.  Ultimately, students will receive 2
identical segments, except that the sec-
ond segment will contain altered verbs.
• Prepare pre-reading multiple
choice “quiz” to pass out.

TEACHING ABOUT “LA FRANCOPHONIE ET LES ÉTATS-UNIS”
3. Pre-reading activity: activate back-

ground knowledge.
A. Teacher asks students to find a part-
ner, get ready to write.  Students jot down
answers to questions such as the fol-
lowing—if they don’t know, guess:
- Who were the French explorers in early
North America?  In the Gulf of Mexico?
- What were the approximate dates of
their explorations?
- What was early Louisiana like?
- What would you expect that the explor-
ers saw when they arrived at the Gulf
Coast of America?
B. Tell the pairs to find another pair of
students and share their answers.
Were their predictions similar?  Differ-
ent?  Students are now in groups of 4.
C.Make a brief presentation about the
major explorers in the reading,
flibustiers, types of ships mentioned in
the text, outdated spelling, specialized
vocabulary, etc.
D.Before passing out segments of the
journal, give students a multiple choice
pre-reading vocabulary activity using a
list of sentences with underlined vo-
cabulary words, such as:
- La Salle voulait trouver l’embouchure
du fleuve Mississippi.
a. bank b.  depth
c. mouth
- Leurs ordres étaient de laisser un état-
major au Mississippi.
a. a major state b.  a fort
c.  a group of officers
- D’Iberville a mouillé à la rade de l’île
Dauphine.
a. dropped anchor b. got wet
c. fell overboard
- D’Iberville et Surgères sont montés
dans deux traversiers.
a. 2 dangerous situations
b. 2 travel agencies
c. 2 ferry-type boats
- Bienville est devenu otage quand on a
pris quatre des Amerindians à bord le
vaisseau.
a. a hostage b.  a guest
c. a governor
- On a fait des cadeaux de bagatelles
aux Amerindiens.
a. jewelry b.  trinkets
c. French bread

Correct answers are marked in bold.
4. Reading the Text.

A.  Students are arranged in groups of
four.  Pass out printed segments of text
to each student, the same segment to
all four members of the group.  Have
students read their  text alone or to-
gether.  Then have each student write
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two true-false questions (from different
parts of the segment) to ask the other
members of his/her group.  (This
constitutes the “comprehension-check”
of the reading activity.)  Then the group
writes a summary of their segment in
French in their own words.
B. In chronological order, one student
from each group gives a brief oral re-
port of the summary of his/her segment
so that the entire class understands
what happened.

5. Post-reading Activities.
A. Pass out second batch of segments.
Students write the passé simple equiva-
lent for each passé composé verb, if your
goal is that students should be able to
produce passé simple.  Or students
write the passé composé for each passé
simple verb, if your goal is that  students
just recognize passé simple.  This ac-
tivity may also be used as a quiz.
B. Either individually or as a group ac-
tivity, students write a creative essay in
the first person about d’Iberville (could
be a homework assignment.)  Tell stu-
dents to imagine  that they are d’Iberville
writing an account of the expedition for
the king.  They should describe what
he was thinking when he arrived on the
Gulf Coast, what he saw, what he did,
why he made his decisions, his reac-
tion to the scenery, the Amerindians, etc.
As d’Iberville, students should write to
persuade Louis XIV that Louisiana is a
beautiful place, that the king should start
a colony there, send people, supplies.

Virginia Donovan
The Ohio State University
[donovan.100@osu.edu]


