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CLASSROOM ACTIVITY

This activity involves production and aural recognition of French numbers; it requires students to say the French word for 
numbers of their own choosing and to demonstrate their comprehension of such numbers when they hear them.  The com-
prehension is shown by selecting the appropriate numerical fi gure which corresponds to a number which has just been said in 
French. 

The teacher fi rst distributes to each student an outline of a boy's face and a yellow, brown, orange, or other lightly colored 
crayon; the purpose of the activity is to create “freckles” for Robert.  After the distribution of the outlines and crayons, the teacher 
tells the students to choose fi ve numbers from 0-20 at random and to place the fi gure for each number separately on the face 
outline anywhere they wish and in any order. The activity then begins.

The fi rst student says the French word for one of the numerical fi gures placed on his/her face outline.  All students who 
selected that number color it with their crayon, creating a "freckle" for Robert's face.  The students should color each number very 
lightly  in order to be able to see it when they attempt to verify their numbers later.  The teacher uses a sheet of paper on which to 
write each number as it is given; this record of numbers allows him/her to tell the students when they have repeated a previously 
mentioned number and also serves as the source for number verifi cation later.  Students continue to say French numbers from 
their outlines and color number matches as they occur.  The exercise ends when one student has created 5 freckles by coloring 
5 numbers on his/her face outline.  
This student is the winner and waves 
his/her completed outline, crying 
"Voici Robert!".  The winner must 
confi rm the win by restating the 
French word for all 5 numbers used 
to create the “freckles.”

If there are ties and also remain-
ing numbers, the teacher will choose 
one of the remaining numbers at 
random and each student who has 
a winning outline will say an addi-
tional number in French; the student 
who provides the number closest to 
the number chosen by the teacher 
will be the winner.  If there are no 
remaining numbers, the teacher will 
pick a number from 0-20 to break 
the tie.

The exercise can be expanded 
as the students learn additional 
numbers.   The activity will be con-
ducted in the same manner, but the 
teacher will designate the specifi c 
numerical range to use  [0-30; 10-50; 
etc.] and how many numbers to use 
in each range  [two numbers from 
0--20; one number from 21-30; two 
numbers from 40-60, etc.].
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Attention Teachers: If you have any 
Classroom Activities you would like 
to share with other AATF members, 
please send them to the Editor of 
the AATF National Bulletin at [nbedi-
tor@frenchteachers.org].

LA FIGURE DE ROBERT


