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CLASSROOM ACTIVITY

Although this activity specifi cally uses 
clothing to provide information needed 
to conduct the exercise, it can be adapt-
ed for use with other categories. The 
activity reinforces speaking and listening 
comprehension in French; it reviews the 
partitive construction, the pronoun en, 
and placement prepositions such as à 
droite, à gauche,  entre, sous, etc. 

In order to conduct this exercise the 
teacher must fi rst provide each student 
with a clothing picture.  There will be 
only one exact match for each picture 
used in the activity,  and the goal is for 
each student to fi nd the picture which 
is the exact match to the one he/she 
possesses.   Although there will be only 
one exact match for each picture, there 
can be many very close approxima-
tions in order to render the activity fairly 
complex.  The teacher can create several 
pictures containing the same items of 
clothing, and the same number of pieces 
per item but arrange them differently in 
each picture.   

    Each of the pictures contains two 
neckties, three hats, four pair of pants, 
and fi ve dresses, but each picture is dif-
ferent because of the way in which the 
items are arranged.  The pictures are all 
close approximations of one another 
and this similarity makes achieving 
the goal of fi nding an exact picture 
match relatively diffi cult.  The similarity 
demands a thorough questioning and 
answering procedure in French; simple 
questions and yes/no or short numerical 
answers are not suffi cient to complete 
the exercise.    

After the teacher has chosen or drawn 
the pictures and distributed them to the 
students, he/she will review the French 
vocabulary for placement prepositions 
and for all the clothing items the stu-
dents have had. He/she will also review 
the partitive construction and the use of 
en with numbers before explaining the 
ultimate goal of the exercise. 

The students begin the activity by 
circulating and choosing a partner.  Stu-
dent A looks at his/her picture, selects an 
article of clothing depicted in it, and asks 
Student B if he/she has that article.  All 
questions and answers must be given in  
French.  Student B then consults his/her 
picture and responds with either "J’en ai;”  
"J’ai un(e)/des [specifi c article of clothing 
requested]";  "Je n’en ai pas;” or "Je n’ai 
pas de [article requested].”      

AS-TU MES VÊTEMENTS?

If the answer is "Je n’en ai pas"  or "Je 
n’ai pas de [clothing requested],"  both 
students seek other partners because 
there is only one exact match and obvi-
ously this partner does not have the cor-
rect picture.  At no point in this exercise 
do students visually compare their pic-
tures.  If Student B answers "Oui, j’en ai" 
or "J’ai un(e)/des [clothing requested],"  
Student A then asks "Combien de [article 
of clothing] as-tu?"   Student B looks at 
his/her picture and provides the answer.  
If the number of the specifi c clothing 
items is not the same in each picture, 
both students seek other  partners.  If 
the numbers are the same, Student B 
consults his/her picture and asks Student 
A "As-tu un(e)/des [a different item of 
clothing]?"   The  questioning procedure 
continues until each student fi nds a 
partner whose picture contains the same 
distribution of clothing items as the one 
contained in his/her picture; both illustra-
tions refl ect the same clothes and the 
same number of pieces for each item.

The next step in the activity requires 
each student to discover his/her exact 
picture  match regarding the placement 
of clothing items.  Student A asks his/her 
current partner questions which will pin-
point the position of one of the clothing 
items in the partner's  picture.  Possible 
questions could include "Quel est le pre-
mier vêtement à gauche?"  “Quel vête-
ment est à droite du/de la/des [specifi c 
clothing article]?"   Student B provides 
appropriate answers, and the previous 
questioning procedure is used—if the 
pictures are similar, the students alter-
nate questions and answers; if they are 
not similar, the students interview other 
partners until they fi nd the one person 
who has the matching picture.

After Student A and Student B have 
completed the questioning procedure 
and believe that their pictures are an ex-
act match, they take them to the teacher 
for confi rmation.  If the match is con-
fi rmed, the students sit down to remove 
themselves from the circulating students 
who are still trying to fi nd the correct 
partner.  If the picture is not confi rmed, 
the students rejoin the other students. If 
there is an uneven number of students 
attending class the day the activity takes 
place, the teacher  may choose to let one 
of the students perform the confi rmation 
task.

Simplifi ed Variation
The activity just described can be 

complex and require more than the 
amount of time allotted to complete the 
exercise if the teacher has chosen elabo-
rate pictures. 

It can be greatly simplifi ed by elimi-
nating multiple arrangement patterns 
of the same clothing.  This elimination 
will remove the need for extended 
conversation; the students will still have 
opportunities to practice speaking and 
listening comprehension skills [and 
even the partitive construction],  but the 
questions and answers will be simpler 
and more formulaic.  The teacher can also 
increase the clothing categories, creating 
a greater diversifi cation of pictures which 
will make it possible to eliminate a pos-
sible picture match quickly.  This elimina-
tion of extremely similar pictures and 
the addition of extra clothing pictures 
can render the activity more suitable for 
lower level classes and require less time 
for completion in class.   
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