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What is a wiki?

• Web 2.0 – Focus on participation 
rather than simply looking at 
information

• Web page that anyone (with 
permission) can edit

• Creator of wiki has administrative 
control, can assign others to serve 
administrative functions

• Collaborative in nature



Blogs vs. wikis

• Can subscribe to blogs
via RSS aggregator

• Multiple users can add 
to a blog, but only the 
owner can change it 
fundamentally.



Blogs vs wikis
“The key difference to keep in mind is that 
a true wiki is actively collaborative, that is, 
anyone can edit the document at any point 
in the document, whether that is to insert a 
comma, strike a sentence, or add an 
additional page. Blogs tend to function 
more like monologues, or 
pronouncements from the author(s) to 
which readers may append their own 
comments without the ability to alter the 
original blog text.” -- Wikipedia



Examples of wikis



Wikipedia – anyone can 
contribute



• Administrators have control over 
content.



Editing a Wiki
• Log in (not required – you set up parameters 

for your students)
• Click Edit Page button.

• Type your 
text and 
format as 
desired.

• Save 
changes.



Wikis in Education
• Design Patterns
• Bernie Dodge, creator of the 

WebQuest



Best Uses in the Language 
Classroom
Any of the seven models could be adapted 
for use in the language classroom; 
however the following are particularly well 
suited to language instruction:

•Micropedia
•Branching Story
•Exegesis
•Other Projects



Micropedia

• Creating a mini-encyclopedia
• Students in groups
• Each group assigned one topic to 

research and post article
• Each group must also validate two 

other articles
• Could be done with AP essay



Micropedia
• Wikipedia
• WikiHow
• Set up your own
• Rubric



Branching Story

• Given a writing prompt, students 
generate pages to build a “create 
your own adventure” story.

• Start in large groups which become 
smaller as groups branch off to 
take charge of a particular section.

• Higher order thinking skills



Branching Story



Exegesis

• Students are given a poem or prose 
passage on the wiki. 

• Students create hyperlinks within the 
text to pages which give more 
information about a particular word or 
phrase.

• Definitions, translations, grammatical 
explanations, idiom use, etc.

• Individually or in groups



Exegesis



Exegesis
• Rubric
• Project 

explanation



Other Projects
• Dictionary Wiki



Other Projects

• WikiTravel Phrasebook



How To Get Started
• Become aware of 

wikis
• Contribute to a wiki

(Wikipedia WikiHow, 
Wikitravel)

• Have your students 
contribute.

• Create your own 
class wiki –
intermediate level 
computer user



For More Information:

• My Web Site: 
http://faculty.trinityvalleyschool.org/
corderg/web

• E-mail: 
corderg@trinityvalleyschool.org


