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I. Overview of Accomplishments

The Commission on French for Business and Economic Purposes continues to be highly productive.  This past year, the following was accomplished:

a.) Eileen M. Angelini, as chair of the AATF Commission on French for Business and Economic Purposes, continues to make several presentations at national and regional conferences on Commission projects.  These conferences included, but were not limited to:

• “Integrating Languages with the Professions” – Co-presented with Coral R. Snodgrass, 2009 NYSAFLT Annual Conference, Buffalo, NY:  October 9-11, 2009. 

• “Numéro sans frais:  Navigating Toll-Free Telephone Trees in Canada” – Co-presented with Warren B. Roby, 82nd Annual Convention of the AATF, San José, CA:  July 2-5, 2009.

• Session Chair:  “À la rencontre des entreprises d’origine française aux États-Unis:  séquence pédagogique autour d’une boulangerie parisienne en Nouvelle-Angleterre” – 82nd Annual Convention of the AATF, San José, CA:  July 2-5, 2009.

Sessions by Commission members, such as Maurice Elton, Michel Gueldry, Bob Peckham, Warren Roby, Steven Sacco, Thérése Saint Paul and Will Thompson continue to be well received at national Center for International Business Education and Research (CIBER) meetings as well as at other related conferences.

Angelini regularly sent e-mail updates to Commission members with the latest news and updates on Commission activities.  For example, Deb S. Reisinger, Ph.D., Assistant Director, French Language Program, Director, Duke in Paris, Lecturer in French, Romance Studies, Duke University, contributed the following on Tuesday, May 25, 2010:
“I believe that Will has just completed a BL resource web site:  <http://www.rblc.org/>.  Not sure if it's live yet, but it looks great.  I have also created a web site for women's microfinance-related Francophone business projects:  <http://womensmicrofinance.org>.  Please feel free to share this with others.”
b.) Angelini participated in several on-line discussion groups about the teaching of Business French, most notably the May 11, 2010 WIF discussion on appropriate textbooks.  Of importance here is that several educators asked that www.frenchtennessee.org/ffbait be brought up to date.  Angelini will contact Will Thompson on what can reasonably be done.  The Commission needs to find assistance for Thompson.

c.) Angelini met with Mary Risner, Professor of Foreign Languages and International Business at the University of Florida and member of the founding team of the Network for Business Language Educators (NOBLE) (http://www.nble.org) at the 2009 ACTFL Convention in San Diego, CA.  As a result of this meeting, Angelini joined the NOBLE Forum and began by promoting the Commission website and publications.  Risner was particularly grateful for Angelini’s contributions as not much had yet been developed for their site on Business French.  Angelini’s intent in joining the NOBLE Forum was to bring additional exposure to and promotion of the work and efforts of Commission members. 

d.) Angelini was asked by Dr. Kenric T. Tsethlikai, Director of Language and Culture Programs at the Joseph H. Lauder Institute of Management & International Studies at the University of Pennsylvannia to serve on a committee to review the proposals for the call for papers for the 2010 CIBER Business Language Conference.

e.) Angelini was asked by Focus Publishing to review a textbook proposal for a Business French textbook.  The proposal was outstanding and she strongly recommended that Focus publish it.  This is a tremendous success since as was previously reported, publishers have been reluctant to published a business French text because of a perceived limited market.  Angelini will continue to work with Focus Publishing to see that the textbook proposal is converted into an actual textbook.  This is an important goal as it is critical that the secondary levels have appropriate and current materials.

f.) With Coral R. Snodgrass, Professor of Management Marketing and Director of the International Business Program at Canisius College, Angelini published “The Impact of the Atlantis Double Degree Program on French Majors at Canisius College” – AATF National Bulletin, 35.2 (November 2009):  33. 

g.) Angelini was asked to serve as an outside evaluator for two colleagues who specialize in Business French and Language for the Professors, one applying for tenure and promotion to the rank of associate professor and the second applying for promotion to the rank of full professor.

h.) Angelini continues to share Commission lesson plans and course syllabi with AATF members, such as James Hamilton, who are interested in teaching a Business French course and/or need guidance in constructing the course.  Angelini maintains a list of instructors who are new to the teaching of Business French. 

i.) Commission Member William J. Thompson’s CD-Rom project, “Teaching Business French:  Textbooks, Reference Tools, and Pedagogical Aids,” continues to be available to AATF members via the AATF Materials Center (as listed in the AATF National Bullentin).  Commission Chair Angelini wrote the introductory preface to this very special CD-Rom.  A future goal is to have the CD-Rom project updated when the current stock is expired. 

j.) Angelini. Elton, Peckham and Thompson met at the 2007 AATF Convention in Baton Rouge, LA to discuss how best to revive French for Business and International Trade (FFBAIT), the newsletter previously edited by Elton.  Thompson offered to dedicate a section of his French Tennessee website to FFBAIT as well as established with Jayne Abrate’s assistance a link to www.frenchteachers.org.  Angelini sent an e-mail to all Commission members regarding Thompson’s proposal and all were in favor.  Additional assistance for content for the website was offered by Commission member Peckham.  Angelini had postcards announcing the launch of the website printed at a minimal cost at Canisius College.  Postcards continue to be distributed via U.S. Mail to interested AATF members and at national and regional conferences.   However, the Commission needs to find assistance for Thompson in terms of updating and maintaining the website.

k.) Angelini is investigating with Commission Member Raymond Pelletier pedagogical methods of exploring Business French from the Quebec perspective.   As part of their work together, Angelini assisted Pelletier with the 2008 Northeast Consortium Institute for Teachers of French (Title VI DOE Grant Outreach Activity sponsored by the University of Maine and the University of New York College at Plattsburgh) – “Samuel de Champlain:  Fondateur de la ville de Québec et explorateur de la Nouvelle France”:  June 21-July 2, 2008.   

l.)  All web-based Title VI projects remain on the AATF website and can be found at the following address:  www.frenchteachers.org/general/DOEgrant/contents.htm.   Ordering information regarding video projects should be directed to either Jayne Abrate or to Angelini.

II. Expenditures and Projected Budget for 2005-2006.

The AATF Commission on French for Business and Economic Purposes will use it funds of $500 to promote its publications, most specifically Thompson’s CD:  “Teaching Business French:  Textbooks, Reference Tools, and Pedagogical Aids,” to explore new projects on Business French, and to reach and assist new instructors of Business French, such as Valerie Saugera, with the revival of FFBAIT.

III. Additional Comments

Eileen M. Angelini is honored to serve as the Chair of the AATF Commission on French for Business and Economic Purposes.  She and all the Commission members thank the AATF leadership for its support and encouragement and are committed to helping the AATF in all its future endeavors.

